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Background
· Media convergence has transformed the way media content is distributed and consumed.
· Policy and regulatory frameworks are potentially ill-suited to the emerging convergent media environment.
· The Australian Law Reform Commission was therefore commissioned to undertake a review of the Australian National Classification Scheme.
The ALRC final report recommended that the classification process and guidelines (including classification symbols and content advice) should be reviewed periodically through a comprehensive program of research, including the collection of both qualitative and (ideally nationally representative) quantitative data, in order to ensure that they reflect prevailing community standards and preferences.  
In response to this recommendation the Classification Branch of the Attorney General’s Department has commenced a program of research.  To date, the following projects have been undertaken:
· A review of research and grey (unpublished) literature relating to views, knowledge and use of media classification systems in Australia and in comparable jurisdictions. 
· A study focussing on members of the Australian public to investigate views, knowledge and use of media classification, in particular the National Classification Scheme. This study also included the views of stakeholders from government and regulatory agencies, industry and consumer advocacy groups, as well as classification practitioners (ie members of the Classification Board, Review Board and staff assessors)[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Staff assessors view and assess film and game content and produce classification recommendations for the consideration of the Classification Board.] 

The latter project is the subject of this and another report produced concurrently. This report relates to the views of stakeholders and classification practitioners. The other report produced in relation to this study concerns the views of the general public. That report is titled Classification Ratings: Research with the General Public.
[bookmark: _Toc400020342][bookmark: _Toc400021189][bookmark: _Toc400449341][bookmark: _Toc400975646][bookmark: _Toc400975761][bookmark: _Toc401576207]Study objectives
Using quantitative and qualitative research methods, the study assessed the following amongst the general public aged 18+:
· awareness and understanding of current classification ratings
· use of current classification ratings, with a particular focus on the impact of a convergent media environment
· perceptions of current classification ratings, with a particular focus on unprompted suggestions for improvement
· responses to alternative classification ratings
· perceptions of the current National Classification Scheme, including the process and regulation of classification and the current and ongoing role of the scheme.
The views of classification practitioners (ie Classification Board Members, Review Board Members and Classification Branch Staff Assessors) and stakeholders were also sought.
As noted above, this report relates to the views of stakeholders and practitioners. 
[bookmark: _Toc400449342][bookmark: _Toc400975647][bookmark: _Toc400975762][bookmark: _Toc401576208]Methodology
Stakeholders
In-depth interviews were undertaken with 24 Classification Scheme Stakeholders belonging to the following groups: Government and Regulation, Industry and Advocacy.  In-depth interviews ran for between 30 and 45 minutes. Of the 24 interviews, 22 were conducted over the telephone and two were conducted face-to-face.
Practitioners
Quantitative data was collected from Classification Board Members, Review Board Members, and Classification Branch Staff Assessors via a short online survey.  This survey was programmed in SurveyMonkey (https://www.surveymonkey.com) and distributed via a link included in an email.  Note that throughout this report the term ‘Practitioners’ refers collectively to Classification Board Members, Review Board Members, and Classification Branch Staff Assessors.
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Conclusion one: stakeholders are supportive of the continued existence of a classification scheme but believe it needs to adapt to changes in the media environment.
Stakeholders from industry, advocacy groups and government continue to see a role for classification in the 2014 media and entertainment landscape.  However, there was general agreement that the current scheme needs to be updated to ensure the continued relevance, utility and usefulness of classification.  
It was suggested that as the ability of government to police media purchasing/access becomes more limited, the classification system will need to move toward making recommendations rather than restrictions. 
Stakeholders suggested that classification information is often used to guide (rather than direct) decisions about media consumption (including children’s media).  Thus movement toward an advisory model would to some extent reflect current usage patterns.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conclusion Two: stakeholders view the role of classification as primarily the protection of children, and secondarily the empowerment of adult consumers.
Stakeholders agreed that the primary role for film and computer game classification is to protect the viewer/player, especially children and young people, from discomfort or harm.  Even stakeholders who envisaged a radically altered classification scheme agreed that the protection of children should be central to any system developed for the classification of media, including films and computer games. 
There was, however, disagreement amongst stakeholders about whether classification should aim to protect children through a combination of recommendations and restrictions or through recommendations only. It was suggested that age restrictions, especially those under 18+, were difficult to police, but also that specific age indicators in ratings advice aided parents in decision making.
Media decision-making for adult consumption was thought to be influenced by plot information or reviews more frequently than by ratings.
The role that classification plays in prohibiting media is not top-of-mind for most stakeholders.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conclusion Three: consumer advice will become increasingly important in a convergent media environment.
Stakeholders consistently expressed a strong desire for the inclusion of more detailed consumer advice on packaging and advertising material.  There was a general perception that the ability of government to restrict access to media has become more limited, that the role of parents in controlling the media consumption of minors will need to increase, and that more detailed consumer advice will be needed to aid parents in decision making.
Some stakeholders also suggested that parents may already rely on consumer advice more than classification categories, as they did not want their children exposed to particular types of material (most often sex, language, or violence).
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conclusion Four: the independence of the Classification Board (and Classification Review Board) from government is viewed as a key strength of the current process for film and computer game classification in Australia.
When stakeholders were asked to list the key strengths of the current process for classification in Australia, the independence of the Classification Board (and Review Board) from government was frequently mentioned. 
Other key strengths listed by stakeholders included: 
· the utilisation of community members for classification decisions
· fair understanding of classification information by the general public
· provision for decisions to be reviewed. 
However, some stakeholders questioned the representativeness of the Classification Board, suggesting that its decisions were either too conservative or too liberal.  
A small number of stakeholders felt that rather than being representative of the general public, the Classification Board should be made up of various ‘experts’.  It was suggested that utilising a panel of experts would lead to more informed and consistent classification decisions.  
The prevailing view, however, was that in-depth, consistent training of practitioners was the most appropriate method for ensuring a requisite level of objectivity in decision-making.        
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conclusion Five: the cost and time involved in having media classified and the slow pace of legislative change are viewed as key weaknesses of the current process for film and computer game classification in Australia.
In line with findings from the ALRC review of classifications, stakeholders (especially stakeholders from industry) were adamant that the discord between the existing legislative and regulatory environment and the current media and entertainment landscape is impeding the utility of the National Classification Scheme.  Stakeholders further suggested that this lack of alignment is placing an unnecessary financial burden on the film and computer game industries.  In particular, it was suggested that applying for a classification is too costly and, sometimes, prohibitively expensive, that media content should not have to be classified more than once when available across multiple media platforms, and that there should be no costs associated with classification for law enforcement.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conclusion Six: stakeholders are most supportive of a classification system in which primary responsibility lies with industry and secondary responsibility lies with the Commonwealth Government.
Lending further support to the conclusions drawn from the ALRC review of classification, several stakeholders envisioned a system in which industry is responsible for the regulation of almost all classification decisions (at least up to MA 15+), the Classification Board is responsible for high-level classification decisions and reviews and the Classification Branch is responsible for system oversight, training and compliance.
Most of these stakeholders nevertheless felt that it was important for classification to continue be linked to government, and that an industry-led, self-regulatory scheme may be subject to conflicts of interest. Most were also sceptical of the idea of a (third party) not for profit organisation being responsible for classification.  
Many stakeholders believed that a first step toward deregulation would be to rethink the Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) on censorship, which requires that significant classification policy matters and amendments to the National Classification Code and Guidelines must be agreed by all State and Territory Ministers with responsibility for classification matters.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conclusion Seven: confusion about mid and high level classifications is common
Stakeholders asserted that both the public and industry were confused about the difference between M and MA 15+ and R 18+ and X 18+. In particular, stakeholders questioned the logic of having two similarly named categories with the same age reference point as is the case for M and MA 15+. 
Stakeholders generally agreed on the necessity of a category between PG and MA 15+, but suggested that the utility of the M category could be improved through a change of name and/or inclusion of an age reference point below 15.
An alternative suggestion for addressing the confusion included combining the M and MA 15+ categories (to form one category) and the R 18+ and X 18+ categories (to form another category).
In relation to the two 18+ categories, it was suggested that the Australian public could be adequately warned about media content, sexual or otherwise, via clear, visible consumer advice rather than having two such categories.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conclusion Eight: inconsistencies between film and television classification categories confuse the Australian public.
In line with submissions made to the ALRC review of classification, stakeholders from government and regulation suggested that inconsistencies between television and film classification categories can be confusing for the Australian public, with particular note being made of the different definition of MA for television (‘Mature Audiences’) and for film (‘Mature Accompanied’).
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conclusion Nine: stakeholders and practitioners view the current classification ratings favourably but see room for improvement. 
Many stakeholders were in favour of minor alterations, rather than a complete overhaul of all classification categories.  Support for the current categories tended to be driven by the perception of high awareness and at least adequate understanding of the categories amongst the Australian public, especially parents. Some also expressed a preference for increased community education as a means of addressing areas of confusion, rather than changes to the ratings themselves, or to the inclusion of more specific consumer advice.
However, others made suggestions including reducing the number of categories (ie combining M and MA 15+ and R 18+ and X 18+), rethinking the name and scope of the M and MA 15+ categories and increasing the number of categories at the lower end of the spectrum (ie addition of a specific category or categories distinguishing content for children from content for young adults). 
Several of those consulted emphasised the need to consider the impact on industry prior to the implementation of any changes to current classification ratings. For example, there was concern that classification category names could inadvertently affect the ‘positioning’ of a film or computer game (eg names such as ‘Teen’ if applied to a romantic comedy may put off potential viewers).
The majority of surveyed practitioners (10 of 17) indicated that they were ‘Satisfied’ with the existing categories as a set, and when asked about individual ratings,  50%  or more were ‘Satisfied’ or ‘Very Satisfied’ with each rating, with satisfaction varied across categories (highest for the R 18+ and X 18+ categories and lowest for M 15+). Practitioners responded moderately positively to alternative classification ratings (especially Option 1: G, PG 8+, Y 13+, M 15+, R 18+, X 18+, Prohibited) but the response was not positive enough to warrant a major overhaul.
These results support the conclusion that the current categories are in need of improvement but may not need be abandoned altogether.
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This chapter outlines the research context, objectives and methodology 
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[bookmark: _Toc400021194][bookmark: _Toc400449347][bookmark: _Toc400975770][bookmark: _Toc401576212]The National Classification Scheme 
The National Classification Scheme is a cooperative arrangement between the Australian Government and the state and territory governments where the Classification Board classifies films, computer games and certain publications. 
The Scheme commenced in 1996 following recommendations made by the Australian Australia Law Reform Commission about censorship procedure (see 1991 Report No. 55). The Commonwealth, states and territories entered into the Intergovernmental Agreement on Censorship to underpin the scheme. 
The Commonwealth Classification Act 1995 established both the Classification Board and Classification Review Board and sets out the procedures to be followed in making decisions (Commonwealth of Australia 2014). 
The respective roles of the Boards and the Classification Branch of the Attorney Generals Department are outlined in the Table 1 below.
Table 1: parties involved in Classification  
	Classification Board
	Classification Branch
	Classification Review Board

	independent statutory body (separate from government)
	Part of the Attorney General’s Department
	independent statutory body (separate from government and the Classification Board)

	makes classification decisions about films, computer games and publications under the Classification Act and the Broadcasting Services Act for internet content

	manages the application process for both Boards 
handles complaints
responsible for monitoring compliance and providing education programs
	makes decisions about applications for review; these replace the original Classification Board decisions



Source: Commonwealth of Australia (2014)
Governance
​The National Classification Scheme is overseen by ministers from the Commonwealth, states and territories. The Minister with responsibility for classification matters is usually the Attorney-General for each state or territory. Ministers with responsibility for classification matters are not involved in Classification Board decisions.
Commonwealth classification policy and operation is the responsibility of the Attorney-General’s Department.
Under the National Classification Scheme, the states and territories are responsible for enforcing classification decisions. Each state and territory government has classification enforcement legislation to complement the Commonwealth Classification Act. Enforcement legislation sets out how films, publications and computer games can be sold, hired, exhibited, advertised and demonstrated. Some states and territories have reserved censorship powers and varying classification requirements which are outlined in their legislation (Commonwealth of Australia 2014).
Ratings categories 
The National Classification Code sets out the different classification categories and detailed criteria for classification decisions made by the Classification Board and Classification Review Board.
According to the Code (2013): 
Classification decisions are to give effect, as far as possible, to the following principles:
a) adults should be able to read, hear, see and play what they want;
b) minors should be protected from material likely to harm or disturb them;
c) everyone should be protected from exposure to unsolicited material that they find offensive;
d) the need to take account of community concerns about:
i. depictions that condone or incite violence, particularly sexual violence; and 
ii. the portrayal of persons in a demeaning manner.
The Classification Board uses six classifiable elements to assess impact when making a classification decision. These are:
· Themes
· Violence
· Sex
· Language
· Drug use
· Nudity  (Commonwealth of Australia 2014)

Film and computer games
Classifications for films and computer games are either advisory or restricted. A further level of restriction applies to adult films. The hierarchy of classification categories is set out in Table 2 below. A more detailed version of the table is provided in Appendix C.




Table 2- ratings categories for film and computer games
	[bookmark: _Toc400021195][bookmark: _Toc400449348][bookmark: _Toc400975771][bookmark: _Toc401576213]Rating
	[bookmark: _Toc400021196][bookmark: _Toc400449349][bookmark: _Toc400975772][bookmark: _Toc401576214]Description

	[bookmark: _Toc400975773][bookmark: _Toc401576215][bookmark: _Toc400021197][bookmark: _Toc400449350]Advisory categories: there are no legal restrictions on viewing/playing these films/computer games 

	G—General

	[bookmark: _Toc400021199][bookmark: _Toc400449352][bookmark: _Toc400975775][bookmark: _Toc401576217][bookmark: _Toc400021200][bookmark: _Toc400449353]The content is very mild in impact. The G classification is suitable for everyone.

	PG—Parental Guidance

	[bookmark: _Toc400021203][bookmark: _Toc400449356][bookmark: _Toc400975777][bookmark: _Toc401576219][bookmark: _Toc400021205][bookmark: _Toc400449358]The content is mild in impact. However, it is not recommended for viewing or playing by persons under 15 without guidance from parents or guardians.

	M—Mature

	[bookmark: _Toc400021207][bookmark: _Toc400449360][bookmark: _Toc400975779][bookmark: _Toc401576221][bookmark: _Toc400021208][bookmark: _Toc400449361][bookmark: _Toc400021209][bookmark: _Toc400449362]The content is moderate in impact. Films and computer games classified M (Mature) contain content of a moderate impact and are recommended for teenagers aged 15 years and over. However, children under 15 may legally access this material. 

	[bookmark: _Toc400021211][bookmark: _Toc400449364][bookmark: _Toc400975780][bookmark: _Toc401576222]Restricted categories: there are legal restrictions on viewing / playing these films/ computer games.

	MA 15+—Mature Accompanied

	[bookmark: _Toc400021213][bookmark: _Toc400449366][bookmark: _Toc400975782][bookmark: _Toc401576224][bookmark: _Toc400021214][bookmark: _Toc400449367]The content is strong in impact. MA 15+ classified material contains strong content and is legally restricted to persons 15 years and over. 

	R 18+—Restricted
	[bookmark: _Toc400021217][bookmark: _Toc400449370][bookmark: _Toc400975784][bookmark: _Toc401576226][bookmark: _Toc400021218][bookmark: _Toc400449371]The content is high in impact. R 18+ material is restricted to adults. 

	[bookmark: _Toc400021219][bookmark: _Toc400449372][bookmark: _Toc400975785][bookmark: _Toc401576227]Restricted categories for adult films

	X 18+—Restricted
	[bookmark: _Toc400021221][bookmark: _Toc400449374][bookmark: _Toc400975787][bookmark: _Toc401576229][bookmark: _Toc400021222][bookmark: _Toc400449375]X 18+ films are restricted to adults. X18+ films are only available for sale or hire in the ACT and the NT.

	RC—Refused Classification

	[bookmark: _Toc400021224][bookmark: _Toc400449377][bookmark: _Toc400975789][bookmark: _Toc401576231]Refused Classification (RC) is a classification category. Material that is Refused Classification is commonly referred to as being ‘banned’. 


Source: Commonwealth of Australia (2014)
Publications 
[bookmark: _Toc400021227][bookmark: _Toc400449380][bookmark: _Toc400975790][bookmark: _Toc401576232]Most publications including magazines do not need classification and may be legally bought and read by children. Only 'submittable publications' (publications which may be Refused Classification or restricted to adults) require classification. These publications usually contain sexualised nudity or sexually explicit content (Commonwealth of Australia 2014).

[bookmark: _Toc400021228][bookmark: _Toc400449381][bookmark: _Toc400975791][bookmark: _Toc401576233]Classification of television and online content
As television and online content are outside the remit of the National Classification Scheme in its current form, only a brief description of these classification arrangements is given here. The key features of these classification arrangements are as follows.
Television

As provided for under the Broadcasting Services Act (1992), (the Act) television content is largely regulated by broadcasters, under a system of industry-developed codes of practice (ACMA 2014). 
The Act mandates time-zone restrictions for commercial television broadcasting licensees and community television broadcasting licensees. These require, for example, that films classified as Mature (M) may be broadcast only between the hours of 8:30 pm on a day and 5:00 am on the following day, or between the hours of noon and 3:00 pm on any day that is a school day (Australian Law Reform Commission 2012 p50). The Commercial Television Industry Code of Practice (2010) applies similar time zone restrictions to programs made for television (Free TV Australia 2010). 

The classification categories for commercial television are as follows:

· Childrens (C) and Preschool (P) classification 
· General (G) classification 
· Parental Guidance Recommended (PG) classification 
· Mature (M) classification 
· Mature Audience (MA) classification 
· Adult Violence (AV) classification (Free TV Australia 2010) 

Online content
Online content is regulated through the Online Content Scheme under Schedule 5 and 7 of the Act. The complaints-based Scheme applies to content accessed through the internet, mobile phones and convergent devices, and applies to content delivered through emerging content services such as subscription-based internet portals, chat rooms, live audio-visual streaming, and link services.
Where content is hosted in Australia and is found by the Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) to be prohibited, the ACMA has the authority to direct the relevant content service provider to remove the content from their service. Where content is not hosted in Australia and is prohibited, the ACMA will notify the content to the suppliers of approved filters, so that access to the content using such filters is blocked.
In addition, regardless of where it is hosted, if the ACMA considers the content to be of a sufficiently serious nature, it must notify an Australian police force (Australian Government Department of Communications, 2014). 
1.2 [bookmark: _Toc400013547][bookmark: _Toc400021029][bookmark: _Toc400021229][bookmark: _Toc400021230][bookmark: _Toc401576234][bookmark: _Toc400021231]Media convergence and the report of the ALRC
Media convergence – a phenomenon enabled by (a) the digitisation of media content, (b) the increasingly widespread availability of high-speed broadband connections and (c) the proliferation of internet-enabled devices including ‘Smartphones’ and mobile tablets – has fundamentally transformed the way media content is distributed and consumed.  Most notably, Australian media consumers – including children and young people – can now access a vast array of local and international media (including media from broadcasters,  news organisations, social media sites, iTunes, YouTube, and so on) online via an ever increasing number of internet-enabled devices and screens.  The choice of devices for accessing the internet combined with 3G/4G and wireless broadband networks also gives consumers further flexibility in how (eg via a Smartphone or mobile tablet) and where (eg at a café or on public transport) they access media.
Recent developments in media distribution and consumption enabled through convergence pose both opportunities and challenges for Australian governments and for the Australian business community.  While key industry sectors have been prompt in responding to convergence opportunities – for example, through the introduction of new multi-platform and interactive services – selected policy and regulatory frameworks, many of which were designed for traditional platforms and industry sectors, remain potentially ill-suited to the emerging convergent media environment.  With this is mind, the then Attorney-General, Robert McClelland MP, tasked the Australian Law Reform Commission (ALRC) to undertake a review of censorship and classification.  The resulting Final Report – Classification – Content Regulation and Convergent Media (ALRC Report 118, 2012) – was provided to the then Attorney-General, Nicola Roxon MP, on 28 February 2012.  The report makes a total of 57 recommendations.
With regard to classification categories and criteria, the ALRC report proposed that the Classification Board be retained as an independent statutory body responsible for making selected classification and reviewing decisions, including decisions about films scheduled for cinema release and computer games likely to be classified MA 15+ or above.   The report also recommended that classification categories should be harmonised across platform type (eg cinema, television, online and so on) and that the underlying criteria should be combined so that the same categories and criteria are applied in the classification of all media, irrespective of its form and the platform by which it is delivered or accessed.  Further to this, it was suggested that the classification process and guidelines (including classification symbols and content advice) should be reviewed periodically through a comprehensive program of research, including the collection of both qualitative and (ideally nationally representative) quantitative data, in order to ensure that they reflect prevailing community standards and preferences.  
1.3 [bookmark: _Toc400021232][bookmark: _Toc401576235]Research program
In response to the latter recommendation, the Classification Branch has commenced a program of research. 
It is intended that the research program, in investigating the knowledge, views and behaviours of the general public in relation to media classification, will ensure measures taken to reconcile the current classification system with an increasingly convergent media environment are reflective of the general public’s standards and values and maximise the utility of the system for both the general public and industry.
While the focus of the research is primarily the views of the general public, the expertise of other parties on key issues of relevance to the evolution of the classification system is also being considered. The research thus includes consultation with industry, consumer advocacy and government and regulation agencies (referred to henceforth as ‘stakeholders’). In addition, the unique perspective of Classification ‘practitioners’ (ie members of the Classification Board, Classification Review Board and Classification Branch staff assessors) has been sought. 
[bookmark: _Toc400021233][bookmark: _Toc400449384][bookmark: _Toc400975794][bookmark: _Toc401576236]Literature review
As a precursor to the research a comprehensive review of relevant literature and ‘grey’ data from Australia and overseas was conducted. The review set out to synthesise recent research on the public’s knowledge, perceptions and use of media classification in Australia and comparable jurisdictions, and summarised approaches taken in comparable jurisdictions to media classification. This review was intended to inform the planning of the research program to be undertaken and assist in formulating research questions for the first project. 
The literature review concluded that:
· There is broad backing for and confidence in classification systems, both in Australia and in comparable jurisdictions.
· There is a high awareness of the National Classification Scheme and categories/ markings amongst the Australian public; however, quantitative research undertaken in this area is dated.
· Understanding of classification ratings amongst the Australian public (and amongst the public in comparable jurisdictions) is mixed, with significant variation observed across categories. 
· Understanding of mid-level (ie M and MA 15+) classifications amongst the Australian public is problematic 
· (Self-reported) use of classification and rating information amongst the general public (especially parents) is relatively high across jurisdictions.
In order for a classification system to be successful, it is essential that classification ratings are recognised, understood and used correctly by members of the general public, especially parents and other primary caregivers.  The conclusions outlined above suggest that this may not be reliably occurring.  In addition, the Australian public’s awareness and use of current classification ratings (and accompanying advice) has not been quantitatively examined by the Branch since 2007; as such the influence of media convergence on use and perceptions of classification has not been the subject of a dedicated investigation.
Following on from the findings of the literature review, the Classification Branch undertook a quantitative and qualitative study with members of the general public to investigate:
· awareness and understanding of current classification ratings 
· use of current classification ratings, with a particular focus on the impact of a convergent media environment
· perceptions of current classification ratings, with a particular focus on unprompted suggestions for improvement
· responses to alternative classification ratings
· perceptions of the current National Classification Scheme, including the process and regulation of classification and the current and ongoing role of the scheme.
1.4 [bookmark: _Toc400013552][bookmark: _Toc400021034][bookmark: _Toc400021234][bookmark: _Toc400013553][bookmark: _Toc400021035][bookmark: _Toc400021235][bookmark: _Toc399752950][bookmark: _Toc399765784][bookmark: _Toc399766810][bookmark: _Toc399767332][bookmark: _Toc399767435][bookmark: _Toc399767590][bookmark: _Toc400013554][bookmark: _Toc400021036][bookmark: _Toc400021236][bookmark: _Toc400021237][bookmark: _Toc401576237]Methodology
The study included the following components:
· an online survey with 1030 members of the general public
· 7 focus groups with members of the general public
· an online survey with 16 practitioners
· in-depth interviews, either face to face or by telephone, with 24 stakeholders.
[bookmark: _Toc400013752][bookmark: _Toc400013906][bookmark: _Toc400016113][bookmark: _Toc400020235][bookmark: _Toc400020387][bookmark: _Toc400026232][bookmark: _Toc400013753][bookmark: _Toc400013907][bookmark: _Toc400016114][bookmark: _Toc400020236][bookmark: _Toc400020388][bookmark: _Toc400026233][bookmark: _Toc400013754][bookmark: _Toc400013908][bookmark: _Toc400016115][bookmark: _Toc400020237][bookmark: _Toc400020389][bookmark: _Toc400026234][bookmark: _Toc400013755][bookmark: _Toc400013909][bookmark: _Toc400016116][bookmark: _Toc400020238][bookmark: _Toc400020390][bookmark: _Toc400026235][bookmark: _Toc400013756][bookmark: _Toc400013910][bookmark: _Toc400016117][bookmark: _Toc400020239][bookmark: _Toc400020391][bookmark: _Toc400026236][bookmark: _Toc400013757][bookmark: _Toc400013911][bookmark: _Toc400016118][bookmark: _Toc400020240][bookmark: _Toc400020392][bookmark: _Toc400026237][bookmark: _Toc400013758][bookmark: _Toc400013912][bookmark: _Toc400016119][bookmark: _Toc400020241][bookmark: _Toc400020393][bookmark: _Toc400026238][bookmark: _Toc398130184][bookmark: _Toc398130292][bookmark: _Toc398130399][bookmark: _Toc398207423][bookmark: _Toc398210512][bookmark: _Toc398214983][bookmark: _Toc399756790][bookmark: _Toc399763693][bookmark: _Toc399834055][bookmark: _Toc399834163][bookmark: _Toc400013759][bookmark: _Toc400013913][bookmark: _Toc400016120][bookmark: _Toc400020242][bookmark: _Toc400020394][bookmark: _Toc400026239]This report contains the findings of interviews with the 24 stakeholders and the online survey with practitioners. Findings from research with members of the general public are presented in a separate report, titled Classification ratings: research with the general public, produced concurrently with this report. The methodology for consultation with stakeholders is discussed in detail below.
[bookmark: _Toc400975796][bookmark: _Toc401576238]Stakeholder interviews
In-depth interviews were undertaken with 24 Classification Scheme Stakeholders from the areas of Government and Regulation, Industry, and Advocacy in February 2014.
In-depth interviews ran for between 30 and 45 minutes. Of the 24 interviews, 22 were conducted over the telephone and two were conducted face-to-face. 
The Discussion Guide used for stakeholder interviews is included at Appendix A.
[bookmark: _Toc400021240][bookmark: _Toc400975797][bookmark: _Toc401576239]Online survey with practitioners
Quantitative data was collected from Classification Board Members, Review Board Members, and Classification Branch Staff Assessors[footnoteRef:2] via a short online survey.  This survey was programmed in SurveyMonkey (https://www.surveymonkey.com) and distributed via a link included in an email.  Note that a key limitation of SurveyMonkey is that there is no foolproof method for ensuring that the survey has been completed by the same respondent multiple times, or ‘forwarded’ to people who were not sent the original survey link.  IP addresses were examined as part of the data cleaning procedure in an effort to ensure that the survey had not been completed multiple times for a single respondent.   [2:  Staff assessors view and assess film and game content and produce classification recommendations for the consideration Classification Board.] 

The questionnaire was in field between 23 April and 2 May 2014.  The final questionnaire for practitioners is attached in Appendix B.
1.5 [bookmark: _Toc399756792][bookmark: _Toc399763695][bookmark: _Toc399834057][bookmark: _Toc399834165][bookmark: _Toc400013762][bookmark: _Toc400013916][bookmark: _Toc400016123][bookmark: _Toc400020244][bookmark: _Toc400020396][bookmark: _Toc400026241][bookmark: _Toc400449238][bookmark: _Toc400449386][bookmark: _Toc399756793][bookmark: _Toc399763696][bookmark: _Toc399834058][bookmark: _Toc399834166][bookmark: _Toc400013763][bookmark: _Toc400013917][bookmark: _Toc400016124][bookmark: _Toc400020245][bookmark: _Toc400020397][bookmark: _Toc400026242][bookmark: _Toc400449239][bookmark: _Toc400449387][bookmark: _Toc399756794][bookmark: _Toc399763697][bookmark: _Toc399834059][bookmark: _Toc399834167][bookmark: _Toc400013764][bookmark: _Toc400013918][bookmark: _Toc400016125][bookmark: _Toc400020246][bookmark: _Toc400020398][bookmark: _Toc400026243][bookmark: _Toc400449240][bookmark: _Toc400449388][bookmark: _Toc399756795][bookmark: _Toc399763698][bookmark: _Toc399834060][bookmark: _Toc399834168][bookmark: _Toc400013765][bookmark: _Toc400013919][bookmark: _Toc400016126][bookmark: _Toc400020247][bookmark: _Toc400020399][bookmark: _Toc400026244][bookmark: _Toc400449241][bookmark: _Toc400449389][bookmark: _Toc401576240]Presentation of findings
[bookmark: _Toc400021243][bookmark: _Toc400975799][bookmark: _Toc401576241]Quantitative data
Unless directly stated, percentages presented in the report are based on the total number of valid responses made to the question being reported on.  Therefore, in most cases the base consists of the total number of respondents who had a view and for whom the question was relevant. ‘Don’t know’ and ‘Unsure’, and ‘Not Applicable’ responses have been included when this aids in the interpretation of results.
For the purposes of this report, quantitative research refers to the data collected via the online survey with practitioners.
[bookmark: _Toc400975800][bookmark: _Toc401576242]Qualitative data
Findings from the in-depth interviews are presented in a qualitative manner.  This approach does not allow for the exact number of participants holding a particular view on individual issues to be measured.  As such, general themes and reactions, rather than exact proportions, are reported for all qualitative data.
For the purposes of this report, qualitative research refers to the data collected during in-depth interviews.  When data has been collected through a single data-collection method, the approach is directly stated.
While the most common findings are generally reported, opinions held by a minority of participants have been included when they are considered to be important and to have wide-ranging implications/ applications.  Quotes have been provided throughout the report to support the main results or findings under discussion.
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This chapter outlines stakeholder views on the purpose, process, and regulation of classification






2. [bookmark: _Toc400975689][bookmark: _Toc400975801][bookmark: _Toc400975690][bookmark: _Toc400975802][bookmark: _Toc400975691][bookmark: _Toc400975803][bookmark: _Toc401576243]Perceptions of the Australian National Classification Scheme


2.1 [bookmark: _Toc398017485][bookmark: _Toc398017882][bookmark: _Toc398018763][bookmark: _Toc398120460][bookmark: _Toc398120912][bookmark: _Toc398130194][bookmark: _Toc398130302][bookmark: _Toc398130409][bookmark: _Toc398207433][bookmark: _Toc398210522][bookmark: _Toc398214993][bookmark: _Toc398017486][bookmark: _Toc398017883][bookmark: _Toc398018764][bookmark: _Toc398120461][bookmark: _Toc398120913][bookmark: _Toc398130195][bookmark: _Toc398130303][bookmark: _Toc398130410][bookmark: _Toc398207434][bookmark: _Toc398210523][bookmark: _Toc398214994][bookmark: _Toc398017487][bookmark: _Toc398017884][bookmark: _Toc398018765][bookmark: _Toc398120462][bookmark: _Toc398120914][bookmark: _Toc398130196][bookmark: _Toc398130304][bookmark: _Toc398130411][bookmark: _Toc398207435][bookmark: _Toc398210524][bookmark: _Toc398214995][bookmark: _Toc398017488][bookmark: _Toc398017885][bookmark: _Toc398018766][bookmark: _Toc398120463][bookmark: _Toc398120915][bookmark: _Toc398130197][bookmark: _Toc398130305][bookmark: _Toc398130412][bookmark: _Toc398207436][bookmark: _Toc398210525][bookmark: _Toc398214996][bookmark: _Toc398017489][bookmark: _Toc398017886][bookmark: _Toc398018767][bookmark: _Toc398120464][bookmark: _Toc398120916][bookmark: _Toc398130198][bookmark: _Toc398130306][bookmark: _Toc398130413][bookmark: _Toc398207437][bookmark: _Toc398210526][bookmark: _Toc398214997][bookmark: _Toc398017490][bookmark: _Toc398017887][bookmark: _Toc398018768][bookmark: _Toc398120465][bookmark: _Toc398120917][bookmark: _Toc398130199][bookmark: _Toc398130307][bookmark: _Toc398130414][bookmark: _Toc398207438][bookmark: _Toc398210527][bookmark: _Toc398214998][bookmark: _Toc398017491][bookmark: _Toc398017888][bookmark: _Toc398018769][bookmark: _Toc398120466][bookmark: _Toc398120918][bookmark: _Toc398130200][bookmark: _Toc398130308][bookmark: _Toc398130415][bookmark: _Toc398207439][bookmark: _Toc398210528][bookmark: _Toc398214999][bookmark: _Toc398017492][bookmark: _Toc398017889][bookmark: _Toc398018770][bookmark: _Toc398120467][bookmark: _Toc398120919][bookmark: _Toc398130201][bookmark: _Toc398130309][bookmark: _Toc398130416][bookmark: _Toc398207440][bookmark: _Toc398210529][bookmark: _Toc398215000][bookmark: _Toc398017493][bookmark: _Toc398017890][bookmark: _Toc398018771][bookmark: _Toc398120468][bookmark: _Toc398120920][bookmark: _Toc398130202][bookmark: _Toc398130310][bookmark: _Toc398130417][bookmark: _Toc398207441][bookmark: _Toc398210530][bookmark: _Toc398215001][bookmark: _Toc398017494][bookmark: _Toc398017891][bookmark: _Toc398018772][bookmark: _Toc398120469][bookmark: _Toc398120921][bookmark: _Toc398130203][bookmark: _Toc398130311][bookmark: _Toc398130418][bookmark: _Toc398207442][bookmark: _Toc398210531][bookmark: _Toc398215002][bookmark: _Toc398017495][bookmark: _Toc398017892][bookmark: _Toc398018773][bookmark: _Toc398120470][bookmark: _Toc398120922][bookmark: _Toc398130204][bookmark: _Toc398130312][bookmark: _Toc398130419][bookmark: _Toc398207443][bookmark: _Toc398210532][bookmark: _Toc398215003][bookmark: _Toc398017496][bookmark: _Toc398017893][bookmark: _Toc398018774][bookmark: _Toc398120471][bookmark: _Toc398120923][bookmark: _Toc398130205][bookmark: _Toc398130313][bookmark: _Toc398130420][bookmark: _Toc398207444][bookmark: _Toc398210533][bookmark: _Toc398215004][bookmark: _Toc398017497][bookmark: _Toc398017894][bookmark: _Toc398018775][bookmark: _Toc398120472][bookmark: _Toc398120924][bookmark: _Toc398130206][bookmark: _Toc398130314][bookmark: _Toc398130421][bookmark: _Toc398207445][bookmark: _Toc398210534][bookmark: _Toc398215005][bookmark: _Toc398017498][bookmark: _Toc398017895][bookmark: _Toc398018776][bookmark: _Toc398120473][bookmark: _Toc398120925][bookmark: _Toc398130207][bookmark: _Toc398130315][bookmark: _Toc398130422][bookmark: _Toc398207446][bookmark: _Toc398210535][bookmark: _Toc398215006][bookmark: _Toc398017499][bookmark: _Toc398017896][bookmark: _Toc398018777][bookmark: _Toc398120474][bookmark: _Toc398120926][bookmark: _Toc398130208][bookmark: _Toc398130316][bookmark: _Toc398130423][bookmark: _Toc398207447][bookmark: _Toc398210536][bookmark: _Toc398215007][bookmark: _Toc398017500][bookmark: _Toc398017897][bookmark: _Toc398018778][bookmark: _Toc398120475][bookmark: _Toc398120927][bookmark: _Toc398130209][bookmark: _Toc398130317][bookmark: _Toc398130424][bookmark: _Toc398207448][bookmark: _Toc398210537][bookmark: _Toc398215008][bookmark: _Toc398130212][bookmark: _Toc398130320][bookmark: _Toc398130427][bookmark: _Toc398207451][bookmark: _Toc398210540][bookmark: _Toc398215011][bookmark: _Toc398017505][bookmark: _Toc398017902][bookmark: _Toc398018783][bookmark: _Toc398120480][bookmark: _Toc398120931][bookmark: _Toc398130213][bookmark: _Toc398130321][bookmark: _Toc398130428][bookmark: _Toc398207452][bookmark: _Toc398210541][bookmark: _Toc398215012][bookmark: _Toc398017506][bookmark: _Toc398017903][bookmark: _Toc398018784][bookmark: _Toc398120481][bookmark: _Toc398120932][bookmark: _Toc398130214][bookmark: _Toc398130322][bookmark: _Toc398130429][bookmark: _Toc398207453][bookmark: _Toc398210542][bookmark: _Toc398215013][bookmark: _Toc398017511][bookmark: _Toc398017908][bookmark: _Toc398018789][bookmark: _Toc398120486][bookmark: _Toc398120937][bookmark: _Toc398130219][bookmark: _Toc398130327][bookmark: _Toc398130434][bookmark: _Toc398207458][bookmark: _Toc398210547][bookmark: _Toc398215018][bookmark: _Toc398017512][bookmark: _Toc398017909][bookmark: _Toc398018790][bookmark: _Toc398120487][bookmark: _Toc398120938][bookmark: _Toc398130220][bookmark: _Toc398130328][bookmark: _Toc398130435][bookmark: _Toc398207459][bookmark: _Toc398210548][bookmark: _Toc398215019][bookmark: _Toc398017513][bookmark: _Toc398017910][bookmark: _Toc398018791][bookmark: _Toc398120488][bookmark: _Toc398120939][bookmark: _Toc398130221][bookmark: _Toc398130329][bookmark: _Toc398130436][bookmark: _Toc398207460][bookmark: _Toc398210549][bookmark: _Toc398215020][bookmark: _Toc398017514][bookmark: _Toc398017911][bookmark: _Toc398018792][bookmark: _Toc398120489][bookmark: _Toc398120940][bookmark: _Toc398130222][bookmark: _Toc398130330][bookmark: _Toc398130437][bookmark: _Toc398207461][bookmark: _Toc398210550][bookmark: _Toc398215021][bookmark: _Toc400975693][bookmark: _Toc400975805][bookmark: _Toc399756799][bookmark: _Toc399763702][bookmark: _Toc399834064][bookmark: _Toc399834172][bookmark: _Toc400013769][bookmark: _Toc400013923][bookmark: _Toc400016129][bookmark: _Toc400020250][bookmark: _Toc400020402][bookmark: _Toc400026247][bookmark: _Toc400449244][bookmark: _Toc400449392][bookmark: _Toc399756800][bookmark: _Toc399763703][bookmark: _Toc399834065][bookmark: _Toc399834173][bookmark: _Toc400013770][bookmark: _Toc400013924][bookmark: _Toc400016130][bookmark: _Toc400020251][bookmark: _Toc400020403][bookmark: _Toc400026248][bookmark: _Toc400449245][bookmark: _Toc400449393][bookmark: _Toc399756801][bookmark: _Toc399763704][bookmark: _Toc399834066][bookmark: _Toc399834174][bookmark: _Toc400013771][bookmark: _Toc400013925][bookmark: _Toc400016131][bookmark: _Toc400020252][bookmark: _Toc400020404][bookmark: _Toc400026249][bookmark: _Toc400449246][bookmark: _Toc400449394][bookmark: _Toc399756802][bookmark: _Toc399763705][bookmark: _Toc399834067][bookmark: _Toc399834175][bookmark: _Toc400013772][bookmark: _Toc400013926][bookmark: _Toc400016132][bookmark: _Toc400020253][bookmark: _Toc400020405][bookmark: _Toc400026250][bookmark: _Toc400449247][bookmark: _Toc400449395][bookmark: _Toc399756803][bookmark: _Toc399763706][bookmark: _Toc399834068][bookmark: _Toc399834176][bookmark: _Toc400013773][bookmark: _Toc400013927][bookmark: _Toc400016133][bookmark: _Toc400020254][bookmark: _Toc400020406][bookmark: _Toc400026251][bookmark: _Toc400449248][bookmark: _Toc400449396][bookmark: _Toc399756804][bookmark: _Toc399763707][bookmark: _Toc399834069][bookmark: _Toc399834177][bookmark: _Toc400013774][bookmark: _Toc400013928][bookmark: _Toc400016134][bookmark: _Toc400020255][bookmark: _Toc400020407][bookmark: _Toc400026252][bookmark: _Toc400449249][bookmark: _Toc400449397][bookmark: _Toc399756805][bookmark: _Toc399763708][bookmark: _Toc399834070][bookmark: _Toc399834178][bookmark: _Toc400013775][bookmark: _Toc400013929][bookmark: _Toc400016135][bookmark: _Toc400020256][bookmark: _Toc400020408][bookmark: _Toc400026253][bookmark: _Toc400449250][bookmark: _Toc400449398][bookmark: _Toc399756806][bookmark: _Toc399763709][bookmark: _Toc399834071][bookmark: _Toc399834179][bookmark: _Toc400013776][bookmark: _Toc400013930][bookmark: _Toc400016136][bookmark: _Toc400020257][bookmark: _Toc400020409][bookmark: _Toc400026254][bookmark: _Toc400449251][bookmark: _Toc400449399][bookmark: _Toc399756807][bookmark: _Toc399763710][bookmark: _Toc399834072][bookmark: _Toc399834180][bookmark: _Toc400013777][bookmark: _Toc400013931][bookmark: _Toc400016137][bookmark: _Toc400020258][bookmark: _Toc400020410][bookmark: _Toc400026255][bookmark: _Toc400449252][bookmark: _Toc400449400][bookmark: _Toc399756808][bookmark: _Toc399763711][bookmark: _Toc399834073][bookmark: _Toc399834181][bookmark: _Toc400013778][bookmark: _Toc400013932][bookmark: _Toc400016138][bookmark: _Toc400020259][bookmark: _Toc400020411][bookmark: _Toc400026256][bookmark: _Toc400449253][bookmark: _Toc400449401][bookmark: _Toc399756809][bookmark: _Toc399763712][bookmark: _Toc399834074][bookmark: _Toc399834182][bookmark: _Toc400013779][bookmark: _Toc400013933][bookmark: _Toc400016139][bookmark: _Toc400020260][bookmark: _Toc400020412][bookmark: _Toc400026257][bookmark: _Toc400449254][bookmark: _Toc400449402][bookmark: _Toc399756810][bookmark: _Toc399763713][bookmark: _Toc399834075][bookmark: _Toc399834183][bookmark: _Toc400013780][bookmark: _Toc400013934][bookmark: _Toc400016140][bookmark: _Toc400020261][bookmark: _Toc400020413][bookmark: _Toc400026258][bookmark: _Toc400449255][bookmark: _Toc400449403][bookmark: _Toc399756811][bookmark: _Toc399763714][bookmark: _Toc399834076][bookmark: _Toc399834184][bookmark: _Toc400013781][bookmark: _Toc400013935][bookmark: _Toc400016141][bookmark: _Toc400020262][bookmark: _Toc400020414][bookmark: _Toc400026259][bookmark: _Toc400449256][bookmark: _Toc400449404][bookmark: _Toc399756812][bookmark: _Toc399763715][bookmark: _Toc399834077][bookmark: _Toc399834185][bookmark: _Toc400013782][bookmark: _Toc400013936][bookmark: _Toc400016142][bookmark: _Toc400020263][bookmark: _Toc400020415][bookmark: _Toc400026260][bookmark: _Toc400449257][bookmark: _Toc400449405][bookmark: _Toc399756813][bookmark: _Toc399763716][bookmark: _Toc399834078][bookmark: _Toc399834186][bookmark: _Toc400013783][bookmark: _Toc400013937][bookmark: _Toc400016143][bookmark: _Toc400020264][bookmark: _Toc400020416][bookmark: _Toc400026261][bookmark: _Toc400449258][bookmark: _Toc400449406][bookmark: _Toc399756814][bookmark: _Toc399763717][bookmark: _Toc399834079][bookmark: _Toc399834187][bookmark: _Toc400013784][bookmark: _Toc400013938][bookmark: _Toc400016144][bookmark: _Toc400020265][bookmark: _Toc400020417][bookmark: _Toc400026262][bookmark: _Toc400449259][bookmark: _Toc400449407][bookmark: _Toc399756815][bookmark: _Toc399763718][bookmark: _Toc399834080][bookmark: _Toc399834188][bookmark: _Toc400013785][bookmark: _Toc400013939][bookmark: _Toc400016145][bookmark: _Toc400020266][bookmark: _Toc400020418][bookmark: _Toc400026263][bookmark: _Toc400449260][bookmark: _Toc400449408][bookmark: _Toc398017519][bookmark: _Toc398017916][bookmark: _Toc398018797][bookmark: _Toc398120494][bookmark: _Toc398120944][bookmark: _Toc398130225][bookmark: _Toc398130333][bookmark: _Toc398130440][bookmark: _Toc398207464][bookmark: _Toc398210553][bookmark: _Toc398215024][bookmark: _Toc399756816][bookmark: _Toc399763719][bookmark: _Toc399834081][bookmark: _Toc399834189][bookmark: _Toc400013786][bookmark: _Toc400013940][bookmark: _Toc400016146][bookmark: _Toc400020267][bookmark: _Toc400020419][bookmark: _Toc400026264][bookmark: _Toc400449261][bookmark: _Toc400449409][bookmark: _Toc399756817][bookmark: _Toc399763720][bookmark: _Toc399834082][bookmark: _Toc399834190][bookmark: _Toc400013787][bookmark: _Toc400013941][bookmark: _Toc400016147][bookmark: _Toc400020268][bookmark: _Toc400020420][bookmark: _Toc400026265][bookmark: _Toc400449262][bookmark: _Toc400449410][bookmark: _Toc401576244]Role of classification
Despite significant variation in demographic and attitudinal profile, stakeholders were, on the whole, supportive of the existence of a classification system.  
When asked about the purpose of classification, stakeholders almost universally reported one or both of the following roles: the protection of children and the empowerment of adult consumers.  Each of these roles is discussed in turn, below.  
I think that the purpose is to allow people an opportunity to understand the content of what it is that they are about to watch, or allow their children to watch.  To help [consumers] make informed decisions about their own viewing or the viewing of underage or young people.
Stakeholder – Advocacy
[The purpose is to] inform the consumer and the parents or guardians of children about the content of the product that they are about to watch or purchase.
Stakeholder – Advocacy
Only a limited number of interview participants mentioned, unprompted, the role that classification plays in prohibiting material, suggesting that this role is not top-of-mind, even amongst engaged stakeholders.  Stakeholders who mentioned this role were generally either involved in enforcement practices or worked in an industry directly affected by enforcement. 
[Classification provides] information for people so they can decide what they want to watch and what they want their kids to watch. The system also makes sure that people aren’t watching what they shouldn’t watch. The RC classification keeps material out of the market. 
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
Some classifications in Australia are very politically motivated… Classification is a means of regulating material.
Stakeholder – Advocacy
Protection of children
The role of classification in protecting children from disturbing (and potentially harmful) material was mentioned by more stakeholders than any other role.  In addition, most stakeholders – even those highly critical of the current classification process – felt that the protection of children should be central to any system developed for the classification of media, including films and computer games. 
[The purpose of classification is] to limit harm, particularly to protect children from harm.
  Stakeholder – Advocacy

The categories are used by parents and guardians to evaluate whether content is suitable for their children or for children they have guardianship over.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation 
There was, however, disagreement amongst stakeholders about whether classification should aim to protect children through a combination of recommendations and restrictions or through recommendations only.  Stakeholders who were supportive of the latter approach questioned the ability of a regulator, whether it be part of government or otherwise, to prevent children and adolescents from accessing desired media; several suggesting that attempts to restrict material would simply make content more desirable.  
The internet is a way for material to be accessed.  Sometimes banning things has the effect of increasing demand.  Classification should be more advisory, the ability to prohibit things is more limited.
Stakeholder – Advocacy 
Stakeholders who were supportive of limiting the remit of classification to recommendations further suggested that the benefits associated with restricting access could not justify the costs that were associated with policing the restrictions.  Some of these stakeholders believed that bringing restrictions into alignment with other areas of public policy (ie restricting access to adults aged 18 years and over) would be an improvement on the current system.  Stakeholders suggested that, under a system in which restrictions at point-of-sale were scaled back, parents would need to play a greater role in restricting media, and community education would be required to enable this. 
Why are [age categories] needed? How will it be enforced and restricted? How do consumers prove their age if it is enforced? 12 year olds do not carry ID cards. I prefer education and awareness-raising.
Stakeholder – Industry 
Empowerment of adult consumers
Upon prompting, most stakeholders mentioned the role that classification plays in allowing adults to make informed decisions about the media that they consume.
[The purpose is to] alert people to what they are going to see or play, alert them to the level of content and subject matter.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation 
Classification allows audience members to make informed choices about what they are going to encounter… It gives the audience an informed position to judge the risks and benefits of what they are about to expose themselves to.
Stakeholder – Advocacy 
Stakeholders who mentioned this role, however, often went on to suggest that, in their view, only a minority of adults refer to classification information when deciding whether to watch a movie or play a computer game.  Adult media consumption decision-making was instead thought to be driven by a film or computer game’s plot or by reviews.
 I think that most adults who are looking for content will make up their own mind irrespective of the classification or content advice. 
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
2.2 [bookmark: _Toc401576245]Process of classification
Most stakeholders broadly support the existence of a classification system but believed there were problems associated with current classification practices.  The level and nature of concerns expressed by stakeholders ranged from minor suggestions for improvement to a complete overhaul of the system.  The nature of stakeholders’ concerns tended to vary according to their knowledge of the classification process and their background – for example, representatives from industry were keen for reform that would reduce the costs associated with classification, while representatives from child-advocacy groups were supportive of reform that would reduce potential for harm to children and adolescents.  Specific concerns (and suggestions for improvement) are outlined in detail, below. 


Having a clear framework is a strength, having boundaries for material that shouldn’t be on the market and clear ratings are strengths.  Having age-labels is also helpful.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
Overall, the scheme is a good idea but the process is problematic… Slow process, inconsistency of decisions, long timeframes, prohibitive cost of classification…
 Stakeholder – Advocacy
[bookmark: _Toc400020423][bookmark: _Toc400026268][bookmark: _Toc400449413][bookmark: _Toc400975808][bookmark: _Toc401576246]Strengths of the process
Several stakeholders considered the independence of the Classification Board and the Classification Review Board from government and industry a particular strength of the classification process.  Despite this broad support for independence, most of these stakeholders nevertheless felt that it was important for classification to be linked to government, with several interview participants stating that this link ensures that Board Members are held accountable by the Australian Parliament for their decisions.  Interview participants, including some from industry, also suggested that an industry-led, self-regulatory scheme may not work as media companies would most likely put profit ahead of public interest.
 
Independence from industry and arm’s length from government. The independence is crucial.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
It [classification] needs to be done independently.  The independence [of the Board] is the most important thing.
Stakeholder – Advocacy
Other key strengths of the current classification process noted by stakeholders included:
· The utilisation of community members (ie via the Classification Board and Review Board) for classification decisions. 
Involving members of the public in the classification process and turnover of members.
Stakeholder – Advocacy
· Overall sound understanding of classification information by the general public.
It [the current system] provides information to parents and people about what they feel is appropriate for them and their kids to watch and it does this well. It is well understood by the public.
Stakeholder – Industry
· A mechanism for reviewing decisions.
Quite a robust system is my impression from stakeholders.  It has two separate Boards, one that makes decisions and one that reviews decisions.  It is a robust system.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
[bookmark: _Toc400020424][bookmark: _Toc400026269][bookmark: _Toc400449414][bookmark: _Toc400975809][bookmark: _Toc401576247]Weaknesses of the process 
Stakeholders also pointed out a number of perceived weaknesses in the current system. The most commonly mentioned are outlined below.
Slow pace 
Stakeholders were in general agreement that the failure of legislative change to keep pace with technology was a major weakness in the existing National Classification Scheme.  Most notably, stakeholders, especially those from industry, were adamant that a timely update of legislation was required so that the process of classification could (a) deal with significant increases in the volume of media available and (b) ensure that media content did not have to be classified more than once when available across multiple media platforms (eg DVD, digital download, Blu-Ray, television and so on).  This is consistent with industry submissions made as part of the ALRC review of classification.
The media environment is very fluid but the regulatory process is often much slower.
Stakeholder – Advocacy

It [the classification system] does not keep up with technology and the technological advancements of the day.  Changes to legislation are time-consuming and slow.
Stakeholder – Industry

A number of stakeholders also acknowledged that discordance between the pace of legislative change and technological advancements was not a problem unique to classification, with other areas of public policy also affected.  It was also recognised that the development of a workable classification scheme within a convergent media environment poses significant challenges.
Many stakeholders advocated deregulation, albeit to varying degrees. For example, while some simply questioned the necessity of having the Act, the Code and the Guidelines, or the involvement of state/territory governments, others advocated complete self-regulation by the media industry.
The process… manual, fee-driven, bureaucratic approach.  We are seeking a more consistent way for product and content to be classified across different platforms and channels.  It [Classification] should be a more deregulated environment.
Stakeholder – Industry
Representativeness of the Classification Board and consistency in decision-making
The representativeness of the Classification Board was commonly questioned by advocacy stakeholders, with some stakeholders suggesting that the Classification Board was too conservative and others suggesting that it was too liberal.  The extent to which stakeholders supported either of these positions tended to be driven by social agenda and political alignment.  Most notably, representatives from child advocacy groups were adamant that the Board’s decisions often failed to give due consideration to the negative impact that exposure to violent media (especially video games) may have on children and young people.
It is difficult to get a truly representative Board.  The recruitment process may attract a certain type of person.
Stakeholder – Advocacy
Transparency is important.  And who is on the Board? The people sitting on the Board making the decisions need to be known and there needs to be turnover so we know that there is that breadth of people on the Board, so there are different views… there needs to be community input.
Stakeholder – Advocacy
Stakeholders in government and regulation generally held a more moderate view, with most acknowledging that while the (at least partially) subjective nature of classification decision-making could potentially result in inconsistent decisions or errors, these problems could be found in many other areas of public policy (eg application of the law).  It was also noted that while moving toward a more objective method for classification may lead to a reduction in errors/ inconsistent decisions, it would be difficult for such a system to take context into account.  As such, in-depth, consistent training of practitioners was suggested as the most appropriate method for ensuring a requisite level of objectivity in decision-making.        
Having human beings involved is a weakness.  Trying to apply a fairly clear standard in such a subjective manner can have unintentional consequences.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
There is a perception that Board Members are older.  It [The Classification Board] needs to include people that understand the medium better.
Stakeholder – Advocacy
A small number of stakeholders, mostly from industry and child advocacy groups, felt that rather than being representative of the general public, the Classification Board should be made up of various ‘experts’.  It was suggested that utilising a panel of experts would lead to more informed and consistent classification decisions.  There was, however, little agreement about what type of experts should be included, with child advocates, for example, suggesting that the Classification Board should consist of developmental psychologists and teachers while representatives from industry suggested that it should consist of media experts (eg computer game developers).
Get more people who are at the ‘coal face’ working with children: teachers, psychologists, paediatricians that work with children on a daily basis should be involved in classification decisions. 
Stakeholder – Advocacy
Unsatisfactory alignment with community standards
Some of those who were critical of the Classification Board’s decisions suggested that this problem was due to a lack of understanding of current community standards.  Stakeholders who held this view generally acknowledged that comprehensive research with the general public and clear communication of research findings to Classification Board members would go some way to addressing this issue.  It was further suggested that research findings should be communicated to relevant policy-makers, so that timely changes can be made to relevant legislation.  
I guess in terms of improvement there should be better articulation and education to the community on what the categories are and what is involved with each of the categories and by conducting research such as this to ensure that the categories are aligned with community standards.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
It has to be a living process… The difficulty, I guess, for government is that it’s not an easy job.  It’s a very difficult thing to do, what is acceptable and not acceptable changes over time as attitudes change.  
Stakeholder – Advocacy

Cost 
Stakeholders across the board suggested that applying for a classification is too costly and, sometimes, prohibitively expensive.  Industry stakeholders were especially critical of costs incurred when having a slightly altered piece of media classified multiple times (ie for release on DVD, digital download, Blu-Ray, television and so on).  Most industry stakeholders believed that the development of a more cost-effective classification system should be a priority for the Australian Government.  This view was broadly supported by Government  stakeholders; one stakeholder stating that, 
‘it [the Classification System] should be efficient and cost-effective for industry and efficient and cost-effective for all Australians’.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation

 It should be a more cost-effective system. [There is a need to] eliminate the cost of travel and screening for the Classification Review Board. 
Stakeholder – Industry
It provides information to parents and people about what they feel is appropriate for them and their kids to watch… It does it pretty well… It should be a more cost-effective system.
Stakeholder – Industry
Government stakeholders involved in state-level regulation made the more specific suggestion that there should be no costs associated with classification for law enforcement.[footnoteRef:3]  These stakeholders reported that offenders sometimes did not receive the full penalty for possessing illegal material because not all material can be classified due to the costs involved.   [3:  States and territories are currently entitled to 100 free classifications per annum. ] 

Classification for law enforcement should be free.  The cost is currently prohibitive for enforcement agencies.  For example, a Local Area Commander may seize 1000 DVDs that are potentially unclassified or RC. For prosecution, DVDs need to be classified but it is too expensive to get all the material classified
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
2.3 [bookmark: _Toc401576248]Regulation of classification
Strong support for deregulation 
Despite significant disagreement about the preferred regulatory arrangement, stakeholders were broadly supportive of deregulation.   Most commonly, stakeholders suggested that a first step toward deregulation would be to rethink the Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) on censorship, which requires that significant classification policy matters and amendments to the National Classification Code and Guidelines must be agreed by all State and Territory Ministers with responsibility for classification matters.
State involvement is unnecessary; it adds a level of complexity to the classification process that is not needed.
Stakeholder – Industry
However, one stakeholder noted that transfer of enforcement powers to the Commonwealth would be prohibitively expensive.  

Strong support for government involvement in regulation
Despite diverse views about preferred regulatory arrangements, all stakeholders acknowledged that there was, and would continue to be, a role for government in the regulation of film and computer game classification.  Views on an appropriate government role varied from complete ownership of processes to a significantly reduced role, with major responsibility for classification transferred to industry.  Those who supported the latter approach tended to envision a system in which industry is responsible for determining the classification of most content, with government ensuring compliance through audits and/ or complaint management.  The utility of this approach is discussed further in the section entitled ‘Support for co-regulation by government and industry’, below. Those who support continued government involvement believe it would counter the influence of commercial and/ or political agendas on classification decisions.
Government. It’s a government job, it imposes restrictions on the community, I don’t think anyone but government can do that.  If anyone but government was responsible you would have a lack of accountability there.
Stakeholder – Advocacy 
I’m happy for it [Classification] to stay with AG’s.  I don’t want it to be influenced by religious groups or by parents groups.  The laws should not be reactive and keeping with the Attorney-General allows it to have a link to a broader legal and regulatory process.
Stakeholder – Advocacy
Strong support for co-regulation by government and industry
There was considerable support for an arrangement in which industry plays a primary role in regulation (and process) and government plays a supportive role in regulation (and process).  Several stakeholders explicitly suggested that a system similar to that adopted in the Television Industry could be applied to other types of media, especially computer games and DVDs.
In reality, not everything can be classified. You need to have a pragmatic approach… Efficient use of resources and focusing on what the government thinks will have a higher impact and acknowledge that some material will not be able to be classified.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
I support the ALRC report that suggests that primary responsibility should be with industry with oversight of the Commonwealth government in terms of classifications, markings and providing high-level guidance on what they all mean…I support a Commonwealth-only scheme for all the reasons outlined in the ALRC report: provides clarity and consistency across Australia, allows simplification for industry and for Australians.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
Variation in the desired ratio of industry and government involvement in classification tended to vary according to the level of trust in industry to make objective classification decisions.  Stakeholders possessing higher trust (generally from industry) suggested minimal government involvement and stakeholders with lower trust (generally from advocacy) were supportive of a more significant role for government. Those who were more supportive of industry involvement tended to be particularly mindful of increases in the volume and accessibility of media.
We can have an Industry Code that mandates what industry is required to do… It could be embedded in the Classification Act… Rather than tweaking the Act, it would be better to get rid of the Classification Act and start again with a view to industry self-regulation.
Stakeholder – Industry
Stakeholders suggested that increased industry involvement in film and computer game classification would (a) help to ensure that the system is able to deal with increases in the volume of available media and (b) allow for the utilisation of specialist assessors with expertise in both the process of classification and the relevant media form (eg computer games).
The whole system needs review… Current system is struggling to keep up with technology.  The self-regulatory model may be an option that is better able to deal with the volume of material available.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
Industry, because industry is best placed to know our content.  It is how it works for TV, subscription TV, free-to-air TV and online… Industry assessed with appropriate controls and governance around making sure industry does the right thing.
Stakeholder – Industry
It should be noted that stakeholders representing the theatrical industry were less supportive of increased industry involvement in classification but were highly supportive of the maintenance of the Classification Board.
There is value in an independent body that classifies and responds to complaints. Consistency would be a problem if individual studios are responsible for classification… It comes down to individual tolerance… 
Stakeholder – Industry
Moderate support for industry self-regulation
While almost all stakeholders acknowledged that media convergence has necessitated an increased role for industry in film and computer game classification, few stakeholders were supportive of sole industry self-regulation.  Interview participants representing government/ regulation and advocacy repeatedly questioned whether it was possible for a self-regulatory system to put the public interest (ie protection of children and empowerment of adult consumers) ahead of profits.  
It should absolutely be something organised by government.  Media industry is very concerned with profit and less concerned with public welfare… There is a need to balance profit with public interest.  The history of media self-regulation is a story of failure.
Stakeholder – Advocacy
Lack of compliance with the current scheme by industry was cited as evidence that self-regulation  was not a viable option.  Stakeholders also questioned how compliance would be operationalised in a system solely managed by industry.
Moderate support for involvement of a not-for-profit organisation in regulation 
When asked about whether classification could be solely or jointly managed by a not-for-profit organisation, most stakeholders – even those working for organisations which could potentially play this role – were sceptical of both these arrangements.  This scepticism was primarily driven by concern that an existing organisation would not be capable of making objective classification decisions.  Stakeholders also questioned how the classification process would be operationalised in this environment, with interview participants especially confused about how a not-for-profit organisation would relate to government and how enforcement would be managed.   
Non-government or agencies come along with their own agendas, there would be a lack of transparency.
Stakeholder – Advocacy
Who are the stakeholders? How is it structured? What are the relationships involved?
Stakeholder – Advocacy
There was more support amongst stakeholders for the development of a new not-for-profit organisation that would function in a manner similar to the British Board of Film Classification, with several interview participants suggesting that increased independence of the classification function from government would result in more impartial decision-making.  These stakeholders did, however, caution that extensive research and consultation – especially on how the organisation would relate to government – would be required prior to serious consideration of this option.
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3. [bookmark: _Toc400975699][bookmark: _Toc400975811][bookmark: _Toc400449268][bookmark: _Toc400449416][bookmark: _Toc400449269][bookmark: _Toc400449417][bookmark: _Toc400449270][bookmark: _Toc400449418][bookmark: _Toc400449271][bookmark: _Toc400449419][bookmark: _Toc398017524][bookmark: _Toc398207469][bookmark: _Toc398210558][bookmark: _Toc398215029][bookmark: _Toc399756821][bookmark: _Toc399763724][bookmark: _Toc399834086][bookmark: _Toc399834194][bookmark: _Toc400013793][bookmark: _Toc400013947][bookmark: _Toc400016153][bookmark: _Toc400020274][bookmark: _Toc400020426][bookmark: _Toc400026271][bookmark: _Toc400449272][bookmark: _Toc400449420][bookmark: _Toc401576249]Views on the general public and classification 
[bookmark: _Toc398017526]

3.1 [bookmark: _Toc401576250]Stakeholder familiarity with views of the general public
Many of the stakeholders interviewed represent, are in regular contact with, or are familiar with relevant research concerning the views of the Australian public on media classification. Therefore, they were asked for their perceptions regarding the knowledge, views and behaviour of the public in relation to classification.
However, as stakeholders themselves acknowledged, their comments regarding the general public were based on anecdotal evidence, rather than systematic research findings.
3.2 [bookmark: _Toc400020429][bookmark: _Toc400026274][bookmark: _Toc400449423][bookmark: _Toc401576251][bookmark: _Toc399756823][bookmark: _Toc399763726][bookmark: _Toc399834089][bookmark: _Toc399834197][bookmark: _Toc400013797][bookmark: _Toc400013951][bookmark: _Toc400016157][bookmark: _Toc400020278][bookmark: _Toc400020430][bookmark: _Toc400026275][bookmark: _Toc400449276][bookmark: _Toc400449424][bookmark: _Toc399756824][bookmark: _Toc399763727][bookmark: _Toc399834090][bookmark: _Toc399834198][bookmark: _Toc400013798][bookmark: _Toc400013952][bookmark: _Toc400016158][bookmark: _Toc400020279][bookmark: _Toc400020431][bookmark: _Toc400026276][bookmark: _Toc400449277][bookmark: _Toc400449425][bookmark: _Toc399756825][bookmark: _Toc399763728][bookmark: _Toc399834091][bookmark: _Toc399834199][bookmark: _Toc400013799][bookmark: _Toc400013953][bookmark: _Toc400016159][bookmark: _Toc400020280][bookmark: _Toc400020432][bookmark: _Toc400026277][bookmark: _Toc400449278][bookmark: _Toc400449426][bookmark: _Toc399756826][bookmark: _Toc399763729][bookmark: _Toc399834092][bookmark: _Toc399834200][bookmark: _Toc400013800][bookmark: _Toc400013954][bookmark: _Toc400016160][bookmark: _Toc400020281][bookmark: _Toc400020433][bookmark: _Toc400026278][bookmark: _Toc400449279][bookmark: _Toc400449427][bookmark: _Toc399756827][bookmark: _Toc399763730][bookmark: _Toc399834093][bookmark: _Toc399834201][bookmark: _Toc400013801][bookmark: _Toc400013955][bookmark: _Toc400016161][bookmark: _Toc400020282][bookmark: _Toc400020434][bookmark: _Toc400026279][bookmark: _Toc400449280][bookmark: _Toc400449428][bookmark: _Toc399756828][bookmark: _Toc399763731][bookmark: _Toc399834094][bookmark: _Toc399834202][bookmark: _Toc400013802][bookmark: _Toc400013956][bookmark: _Toc400016162][bookmark: _Toc400020283][bookmark: _Toc400020435][bookmark: _Toc400026280][bookmark: _Toc400449281][bookmark: _Toc400449429][bookmark: _Toc399756829][bookmark: _Toc399763732][bookmark: _Toc399834095][bookmark: _Toc399834203][bookmark: _Toc400013803][bookmark: _Toc400013957][bookmark: _Toc400016163][bookmark: _Toc400020284][bookmark: _Toc400020436][bookmark: _Toc400026281][bookmark: _Toc400449282][bookmark: _Toc400449430][bookmark: _Toc399756830][bookmark: _Toc399763733][bookmark: _Toc399834096][bookmark: _Toc399834204][bookmark: _Toc400013804][bookmark: _Toc400013958][bookmark: _Toc400016164][bookmark: _Toc400020285][bookmark: _Toc400020437][bookmark: _Toc400026282][bookmark: _Toc400449283][bookmark: _Toc400449431][bookmark: _Toc399756831][bookmark: _Toc399763734][bookmark: _Toc399834097][bookmark: _Toc399834205][bookmark: _Toc400013805][bookmark: _Toc400013959][bookmark: _Toc400016165][bookmark: _Toc400020286][bookmark: _Toc400020438][bookmark: _Toc400026283][bookmark: _Toc400449284][bookmark: _Toc400449432][bookmark: _Toc399756832][bookmark: _Toc399763735][bookmark: _Toc399834098][bookmark: _Toc399834206][bookmark: _Toc400013806][bookmark: _Toc400013960][bookmark: _Toc400016166][bookmark: _Toc400020287][bookmark: _Toc400020439][bookmark: _Toc400026284][bookmark: _Toc400449285][bookmark: _Toc400449433][bookmark: _Toc399756833][bookmark: _Toc399763736][bookmark: _Toc399834099][bookmark: _Toc399834207][bookmark: _Toc400013807][bookmark: _Toc400013961][bookmark: _Toc400016167][bookmark: _Toc400020288][bookmark: _Toc400020440][bookmark: _Toc400026285][bookmark: _Toc400449286][bookmark: _Toc400449434][bookmark: _Toc399756834][bookmark: _Toc399763737][bookmark: _Toc399834100][bookmark: _Toc399834208][bookmark: _Toc400013808][bookmark: _Toc400013962][bookmark: _Toc400016168][bookmark: _Toc400020289][bookmark: _Toc400020441][bookmark: _Toc400026286][bookmark: _Toc400449287][bookmark: _Toc400449435][bookmark: _Toc399756835][bookmark: _Toc399763738][bookmark: _Toc399834101][bookmark: _Toc399834209][bookmark: _Toc400013809][bookmark: _Toc400013963][bookmark: _Toc400016169][bookmark: _Toc400020290][bookmark: _Toc400020442][bookmark: _Toc400026287][bookmark: _Toc400449288][bookmark: _Toc400449436][bookmark: _Toc399756836][bookmark: _Toc399763739][bookmark: _Toc399834102][bookmark: _Toc399834210][bookmark: _Toc400013810][bookmark: _Toc400013964][bookmark: _Toc400016170][bookmark: _Toc400020291][bookmark: _Toc400020443][bookmark: _Toc400026288][bookmark: _Toc400449289][bookmark: _Toc400449437][bookmark: _Toc399756837][bookmark: _Toc399763740][bookmark: _Toc399834103][bookmark: _Toc399834211][bookmark: _Toc400013811][bookmark: _Toc400013965][bookmark: _Toc400016171][bookmark: _Toc400020292][bookmark: _Toc400020444][bookmark: _Toc400026289][bookmark: _Toc400449290][bookmark: _Toc400449438][bookmark: _Toc399756838][bookmark: _Toc399763741][bookmark: _Toc399834104][bookmark: _Toc399834212][bookmark: _Toc400013812][bookmark: _Toc400013966][bookmark: _Toc400016172][bookmark: _Toc400020293][bookmark: _Toc400020445][bookmark: _Toc400026290][bookmark: _Toc400449291][bookmark: _Toc400449439][bookmark: _Toc399756839][bookmark: _Toc399763742][bookmark: _Toc399834105][bookmark: _Toc399834213][bookmark: _Toc400013813][bookmark: _Toc400013967][bookmark: _Toc400016173][bookmark: _Toc400020294][bookmark: _Toc400020446][bookmark: _Toc400026291][bookmark: _Toc400449292][bookmark: _Toc400449440][bookmark: _Toc399756840][bookmark: _Toc399763743][bookmark: _Toc399834106][bookmark: _Toc399834214][bookmark: _Toc400013814][bookmark: _Toc400013968][bookmark: _Toc400016174][bookmark: _Toc400020295][bookmark: _Toc400020447][bookmark: _Toc400026292][bookmark: _Toc400449293][bookmark: _Toc400449441][bookmark: _Toc399756841][bookmark: _Toc399763744][bookmark: _Toc399834107][bookmark: _Toc399834215][bookmark: _Toc400013815][bookmark: _Toc400013969][bookmark: _Toc400016175][bookmark: _Toc400020296][bookmark: _Toc400020448][bookmark: _Toc400026293][bookmark: _Toc400449294][bookmark: _Toc400449442][bookmark: _Toc399756842][bookmark: _Toc399763745][bookmark: _Toc399834108][bookmark: _Toc399834216][bookmark: _Toc400013816][bookmark: _Toc400013970][bookmark: _Toc400016176][bookmark: _Toc400020297][bookmark: _Toc400020449][bookmark: _Toc400026294][bookmark: _Toc400449295][bookmark: _Toc400449443][bookmark: _Toc399756843][bookmark: _Toc399763746][bookmark: _Toc399834109][bookmark: _Toc399834217][bookmark: _Toc400013817][bookmark: _Toc400013971][bookmark: _Toc400016177][bookmark: _Toc400020298][bookmark: _Toc400020450][bookmark: _Toc400026295][bookmark: _Toc400449296][bookmark: _Toc400449444][bookmark: _Toc399756844][bookmark: _Toc399763747][bookmark: _Toc399834110][bookmark: _Toc399834218][bookmark: _Toc400013818][bookmark: _Toc400013972][bookmark: _Toc400016178][bookmark: _Toc400020299][bookmark: _Toc400020451][bookmark: _Toc400026296][bookmark: _Toc400449297][bookmark: _Toc400449445][bookmark: _Toc399756845][bookmark: _Toc399763748][bookmark: _Toc399834111][bookmark: _Toc399834219][bookmark: _Toc400013819][bookmark: _Toc400013973][bookmark: _Toc400016179][bookmark: _Toc400020300][bookmark: _Toc400020452][bookmark: _Toc400026297][bookmark: _Toc400449298][bookmark: _Toc400449446][bookmark: _Toc399756846][bookmark: _Toc399763749][bookmark: _Toc399834112][bookmark: _Toc399834220][bookmark: _Toc400013820][bookmark: _Toc400013974][bookmark: _Toc400016180][bookmark: _Toc400020301][bookmark: _Toc400020453][bookmark: _Toc400026298][bookmark: _Toc400449299][bookmark: _Toc400449447][bookmark: _Toc399756847][bookmark: _Toc399763750][bookmark: _Toc399834113][bookmark: _Toc399834221][bookmark: _Toc400013821][bookmark: _Toc400013975][bookmark: _Toc400016181][bookmark: _Toc400020302][bookmark: _Toc400020454][bookmark: _Toc400026299][bookmark: _Toc400449300][bookmark: _Toc400449448][bookmark: _Toc399756848][bookmark: _Toc399763751][bookmark: _Toc399834114][bookmark: _Toc399834222][bookmark: _Toc400013822][bookmark: _Toc400013976][bookmark: _Toc400016182][bookmark: _Toc400020303][bookmark: _Toc400020455][bookmark: _Toc400026300][bookmark: _Toc400449301][bookmark: _Toc400449449][bookmark: _Toc399756849][bookmark: _Toc399763752][bookmark: _Toc399834115][bookmark: _Toc399834223][bookmark: _Toc400013823][bookmark: _Toc400013977][bookmark: _Toc400016183][bookmark: _Toc400020304][bookmark: _Toc400020456][bookmark: _Toc400026301][bookmark: _Toc400449302][bookmark: _Toc400449450][bookmark: _Toc399756850][bookmark: _Toc399763753][bookmark: _Toc399834116][bookmark: _Toc399834224][bookmark: _Toc400013824][bookmark: _Toc400013978][bookmark: _Toc400016184][bookmark: _Toc400020305][bookmark: _Toc400020457][bookmark: _Toc400026302][bookmark: _Toc400449303][bookmark: _Toc400449451][bookmark: _Toc399756851][bookmark: _Toc399763754][bookmark: _Toc399834117][bookmark: _Toc399834225][bookmark: _Toc400013825][bookmark: _Toc400013979][bookmark: _Toc400016185][bookmark: _Toc400020306][bookmark: _Toc400020458][bookmark: _Toc400026303][bookmark: _Toc400449304][bookmark: _Toc400449452][bookmark: _Toc399756852][bookmark: _Toc399763755][bookmark: _Toc399834118][bookmark: _Toc399834226][bookmark: _Toc400013826][bookmark: _Toc400013980][bookmark: _Toc400016186][bookmark: _Toc400020307][bookmark: _Toc400020459][bookmark: _Toc400026304][bookmark: _Toc400449305][bookmark: _Toc400449453][bookmark: _Toc399756853][bookmark: _Toc399763756][bookmark: _Toc399834119][bookmark: _Toc399834227][bookmark: _Toc400013827][bookmark: _Toc400013981][bookmark: _Toc400016187][bookmark: _Toc400020308][bookmark: _Toc400020460][bookmark: _Toc400026305][bookmark: _Toc400449306][bookmark: _Toc400449454][bookmark: _Toc399756854][bookmark: _Toc399763757][bookmark: _Toc399834120][bookmark: _Toc399834228][bookmark: _Toc400013828][bookmark: _Toc400013982][bookmark: _Toc400016188][bookmark: _Toc400020309][bookmark: _Toc400020461][bookmark: _Toc400026306][bookmark: _Toc400449307][bookmark: _Toc400449455][bookmark: _Toc399756855][bookmark: _Toc399763758][bookmark: _Toc399834121][bookmark: _Toc399834229][bookmark: _Toc400013829][bookmark: _Toc400013983][bookmark: _Toc400016189][bookmark: _Toc400020310][bookmark: _Toc400020462][bookmark: _Toc400026307][bookmark: _Toc400449308][bookmark: _Toc400449456][bookmark: _Toc399756856][bookmark: _Toc399763759][bookmark: _Toc399834122][bookmark: _Toc399834230][bookmark: _Toc400013830][bookmark: _Toc400013984][bookmark: _Toc400016190][bookmark: _Toc400020311][bookmark: _Toc400020463][bookmark: _Toc400026308][bookmark: _Toc400449309][bookmark: _Toc400449457][bookmark: _Toc399756857][bookmark: _Toc399763760][bookmark: _Toc399834123][bookmark: _Toc399834231][bookmark: _Toc400013831][bookmark: _Toc400013985][bookmark: _Toc400016191][bookmark: _Toc400020312][bookmark: _Toc400020464][bookmark: _Toc400026309][bookmark: _Toc400449310][bookmark: _Toc400449458][bookmark: _Toc399756858][bookmark: _Toc399763761][bookmark: _Toc399834124][bookmark: _Toc399834232][bookmark: _Toc400013832][bookmark: _Toc400013986][bookmark: _Toc400016192][bookmark: _Toc400020313][bookmark: _Toc400020465][bookmark: _Toc400026310][bookmark: _Toc400449311][bookmark: _Toc400449459][bookmark: _Toc399756859][bookmark: _Toc399763762][bookmark: _Toc399834125][bookmark: _Toc399834233][bookmark: _Toc400013833][bookmark: _Toc400013987][bookmark: _Toc400016193][bookmark: _Toc400020314][bookmark: _Toc400020466][bookmark: _Toc400026311][bookmark: _Toc400449312][bookmark: _Toc400449460][bookmark: _Toc399756860][bookmark: _Toc399763763][bookmark: _Toc399834126][bookmark: _Toc399834234][bookmark: _Toc400013834][bookmark: _Toc400013988][bookmark: _Toc400016194][bookmark: _Toc400020315][bookmark: _Toc400020467][bookmark: _Toc400026312][bookmark: _Toc400449313][bookmark: _Toc400449461][bookmark: _Toc399756861][bookmark: _Toc399763764][bookmark: _Toc399834127][bookmark: _Toc399834235][bookmark: _Toc400013835][bookmark: _Toc400013989][bookmark: _Toc400016195][bookmark: _Toc400020316][bookmark: _Toc400020468][bookmark: _Toc400026313][bookmark: _Toc400449314][bookmark: _Toc400449462][bookmark: _Toc399756862][bookmark: _Toc399763765][bookmark: _Toc399834128][bookmark: _Toc399834236][bookmark: _Toc400013836][bookmark: _Toc400013990][bookmark: _Toc400016196][bookmark: _Toc400020317][bookmark: _Toc400020469][bookmark: _Toc400026314][bookmark: _Toc400449315][bookmark: _Toc400449463][bookmark: _Toc399756863][bookmark: _Toc399763766][bookmark: _Toc399834129][bookmark: _Toc399834237][bookmark: _Toc400013837][bookmark: _Toc400013991][bookmark: _Toc400016197][bookmark: _Toc400020318][bookmark: _Toc400020470][bookmark: _Toc400026315][bookmark: _Toc400449316][bookmark: _Toc400449464][bookmark: _Toc399756864][bookmark: _Toc399763767][bookmark: _Toc399834130][bookmark: _Toc399834238][bookmark: _Toc400013838][bookmark: _Toc400013992][bookmark: _Toc400016198][bookmark: _Toc400020319][bookmark: _Toc400020471][bookmark: _Toc400026316][bookmark: _Toc400449317][bookmark: _Toc400449465][bookmark: _Toc399756865][bookmark: _Toc399763768][bookmark: _Toc399834131][bookmark: _Toc399834239][bookmark: _Toc400013839][bookmark: _Toc400013993][bookmark: _Toc400016199][bookmark: _Toc400020320][bookmark: _Toc400020472][bookmark: _Toc400026317][bookmark: _Toc400449318][bookmark: _Toc400449466][bookmark: _Toc399756866][bookmark: _Toc399763769][bookmark: _Toc399834132][bookmark: _Toc399834240][bookmark: _Toc400013840][bookmark: _Toc400013994][bookmark: _Toc400016200][bookmark: _Toc400020321][bookmark: _Toc400020473][bookmark: _Toc400026318][bookmark: _Toc400449319][bookmark: _Toc400449467][bookmark: _Toc399756867][bookmark: _Toc399763770][bookmark: _Toc399834133][bookmark: _Toc399834241][bookmark: _Toc400013841][bookmark: _Toc400013995][bookmark: _Toc400016201][bookmark: _Toc400020322][bookmark: _Toc400020474][bookmark: _Toc400026319][bookmark: _Toc400449320][bookmark: _Toc400449468][bookmark: _Toc399756868][bookmark: _Toc399763771][bookmark: _Toc399834134][bookmark: _Toc399834242][bookmark: _Toc400013842][bookmark: _Toc400013996][bookmark: _Toc400016202][bookmark: _Toc400020323][bookmark: _Toc400020475][bookmark: _Toc400026320][bookmark: _Toc400449321][bookmark: _Toc400449469][bookmark: _Toc399756869][bookmark: _Toc399763772][bookmark: _Toc399834135][bookmark: _Toc399834243][bookmark: _Toc400013843][bookmark: _Toc400013997][bookmark: _Toc400016203][bookmark: _Toc400020324][bookmark: _Toc400020476][bookmark: _Toc400026321][bookmark: _Toc400449322][bookmark: _Toc400449470][bookmark: _Toc398017542][bookmark: _Toc398017925][bookmark: _Toc398018806][bookmark: _Toc398120503][bookmark: _Toc398120953][bookmark: _Toc398130234][bookmark: _Toc398130342][bookmark: _Toc398130449][bookmark: _Toc398207474][bookmark: _Toc398210563][bookmark: _Toc398215034][bookmark: _Toc399756870][bookmark: _Toc399763773][bookmark: _Toc399834136][bookmark: _Toc399834244][bookmark: _Toc400013844][bookmark: _Toc400013998][bookmark: _Toc400016204][bookmark: _Toc400020325][bookmark: _Toc400020477][bookmark: _Toc400026322][bookmark: _Toc400449323][bookmark: _Toc400449471][bookmark: _Toc399756871][bookmark: _Toc399763774][bookmark: _Toc399834137][bookmark: _Toc399834245][bookmark: _Toc400013845][bookmark: _Toc400013999][bookmark: _Toc400016205][bookmark: _Toc400020326][bookmark: _Toc400020478][bookmark: _Toc400026323][bookmark: _Toc400449324][bookmark: _Toc400449472]Perceived awareness of classification ratings
Stakeholders mostly perceived the public’s awareness of the current classification ratings to be high. It was suggested that the more commonly used lower-level classifications are more top of mind than upper-level classifications.  
Regular community information campaigns were suggested as a way of ensuring public awareness levels are maintained.
Stakeholders stressed that current levels of awareness should be taken into consideration prior to the implementation of any substantiative changes to the current categories or markings: given that current awareness levels are high, there would need to be a strong case for any changes.  
Categories are correct. Audiences are used to the way things are presented.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
I think they are really clear, I think perhaps just more awareness around it, I mean I know there are ads run about it [classification] every now and then, but I think possibly more…
Stakeholder – Advocacy
3.3 [bookmark: _Toc401576252]Perceived understanding of classification ratings
Stakeholders believed the general public had a reasonable understanding of the ratings overall, however they considered that the level of comprehension was higher for some categories than others.  
I don’t think the system is broken regarding classification ratings, they generally work, people understand them, they are well recognised.
Stakeholder – Industry
Most commonly stakeholders suggested that the public (and industry) were confused about the difference between M and MA 15+ and R 18+ and X 18+. 
People might not understand the difference between M and MA 15+ rating… There could be confusion.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
R 18+, X 18+, and RC, there is confusion about what should be in each and it is contestable about what should be in each… R 18+ and X 18+ are both restricted to adults so why are they not treated the same.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
Stakeholders from government and regulation further suggested that inconsistencies between television and film classification categories can cause confusion, with particular note being made of the different definition of MA for television (‘Mature Audiences’) and for film (‘Mature Accompanied’).  Consistent with submissions to the ALRC review of classification, interview participants suggested that this confusion could be remedied through consistent ratings being applied across all media, including television and film. 
Relationship between TV and film classification is confusing… MA means something different in TV.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
3.4 [bookmark: _Toc401576253]Use of classification by the general public

Stakeholders suggested that classification information is used most often by parents and least often by young adults, especially males.  In line with this assertion, they reported that the most used categories are at the lower end of the spectrum of categories, with particular mention made of the G and PG categories.  
Parents use classification a lot to work out what their children can see.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
When prompted to discuss the ways in which parents use classification information, stakeholders most often reported that some parents use classification information to guide (rather than direct) decisions about their children’s media consumption.  It was also suggested that parents sometimes use classification information to start a discussion with teenagers about a film or computer game, even if the classification recommendation/ restriction does not determine the final decision regarding consumption. Some stakeholders also suggested that parents may use consumer advice more often than classification categories, as they did not want their children exposed to particular types of material (most often sex, language, or violence). 
Parents use it as a guideline as to whether they can trust the film with their children.  
Stakeholder – Advocacy

I think they [parents] use it for what it was designed for, I think it actually works really well, I think a lot of parents ignore it anyway, but there are lots that don’t, so I think it serves and does its job.  It can’t dictate to people what they can and can’t watch, but it is there as an assistance tool or as a guide and there will always be those that ignore it.
Stakeholder – Advocacy
Stakeholders suggested that the usefulness of individual categories depended largely on how well they were understood.    
G and PG are the most useful from a family perspective… R 18+ is useful, it’s very clear what it is… M is the least useful, it’s the least clear. 
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
One stakeholder suggested that there exists a relationship between use of classification information and level of education: 
I know this may sound terrible, but the more educated in the community are more likely to use the classification system to inform their viewing and decisions about games.  I think those that, I feel horrible for saying this, are less educated and who need it the most are probably the least likely to use it. They wouldn’t take that much notice of it.
Stakeholder – Advocacy

[bookmark: _Toc398207479][bookmark: _Toc398210568][bookmark: _Toc398215039][bookmark: _Toc398207480][bookmark: _Toc398210569][bookmark: _Toc398215040][bookmark: _Toc398207481][bookmark: _Toc398210570][bookmark: _Toc398215041][bookmark: _Toc398207482][bookmark: _Toc398210571][bookmark: _Toc398215042][bookmark: _Toc398207483][bookmark: _Toc398210572][bookmark: _Toc398215043][bookmark: _Toc398207484][bookmark: _Toc398210573][bookmark: _Toc398215044]


4C


This chapter outlines stakeholder and practitioner views on the current classification categories and markings. Suggestions for improvement are also considered.





4. [bookmark: _Toc400975705][bookmark: _Toc400975817][bookmark: _Toc398017557][bookmark: _Toc398017940][bookmark: _Toc398018816][bookmark: _Toc398120518][bookmark: _Toc398120967][bookmark: _Toc398130248][bookmark: _Toc398130356][bookmark: _Toc398130463][bookmark: _Toc398207494][bookmark: _Toc398210583][bookmark: _Toc398215054][bookmark: _Toc399756875][bookmark: _Toc399763778][bookmark: _Toc399834140][bookmark: _Toc399834248][bookmark: _Toc400013849][bookmark: _Toc400014003][bookmark: _Toc400016209][bookmark: _Toc400020330][bookmark: _Toc400020482][bookmark: _Toc400026327][bookmark: _Toc400449328][bookmark: _Toc400449476][bookmark: _Toc401576254]Perception of current classification ratings


4.1 [bookmark: _Toc401576255]Stakeholder perceptions of the current classification ratings 
[bookmark: _Toc398017559][bookmark: _Toc398017942][bookmark: _Toc398018818][bookmark: _Toc398120520][bookmark: _Toc398120969][bookmark: _Toc398130250][bookmark: _Toc398130358][bookmark: _Toc398130465][bookmark: _Toc398207496][bookmark: _Toc398210585][bookmark: _Toc398215056][bookmark: _Toc398017560][bookmark: _Toc398017943][bookmark: _Toc398018819][bookmark: _Toc398120521][bookmark: _Toc398120970][bookmark: _Toc398130251][bookmark: _Toc398130359][bookmark: _Toc398130466][bookmark: _Toc398207497][bookmark: _Toc398210586][bookmark: _Toc398215057][bookmark: _Toc398017561][bookmark: _Toc398017944][bookmark: _Toc398018820][bookmark: _Toc398120522][bookmark: _Toc398120971][bookmark: _Toc398130252][bookmark: _Toc398130360][bookmark: _Toc398130467][bookmark: _Toc398207498][bookmark: _Toc398210587][bookmark: _Toc398215058][bookmark: _Toc398017562][bookmark: _Toc398017945][bookmark: _Toc398018821][bookmark: _Toc398120523][bookmark: _Toc398120972][bookmark: _Toc398130253][bookmark: _Toc398130361][bookmark: _Toc398130468][bookmark: _Toc398207499][bookmark: _Toc398210588][bookmark: _Toc398215059][bookmark: _Toc398017563][bookmark: _Toc398017946][bookmark: _Toc398018822][bookmark: _Toc398120524][bookmark: _Toc398120973][bookmark: _Toc398130254][bookmark: _Toc398130362][bookmark: _Toc398130469][bookmark: _Toc398207500][bookmark: _Toc398210589][bookmark: _Toc398215060][bookmark: _Toc398017564][bookmark: _Toc398017947][bookmark: _Toc398018823][bookmark: _Toc398120525][bookmark: _Toc398120974][bookmark: _Toc398130255][bookmark: _Toc398130363][bookmark: _Toc398130470][bookmark: _Toc398207501][bookmark: _Toc398210590][bookmark: _Toc398215061][bookmark: _Toc398017565][bookmark: _Toc398017948][bookmark: _Toc398018824][bookmark: _Toc398120526][bookmark: _Toc398120975][bookmark: _Toc398130256][bookmark: _Toc398130364][bookmark: _Toc398130471][bookmark: _Toc398207502][bookmark: _Toc398210591][bookmark: _Toc398215062][bookmark: _Toc398017566][bookmark: _Toc398017949][bookmark: _Toc398018825][bookmark: _Toc398120527][bookmark: _Toc398120976][bookmark: _Toc398130257][bookmark: _Toc398130365][bookmark: _Toc398130472][bookmark: _Toc398207503][bookmark: _Toc398210592][bookmark: _Toc398215063][bookmark: _Toc398017567][bookmark: _Toc398017950][bookmark: _Toc398018826][bookmark: _Toc398120528][bookmark: _Toc398120977][bookmark: _Toc398130258][bookmark: _Toc398130366][bookmark: _Toc398130473][bookmark: _Toc398207504][bookmark: _Toc398210593][bookmark: _Toc398215064][bookmark: _Toc398017571][bookmark: _Toc398017954][bookmark: _Toc398018830][bookmark: _Toc398120532][bookmark: _Toc398120980][bookmark: _Toc398130261][bookmark: _Toc398130369][bookmark: _Toc398130476][bookmark: _Toc398207507][bookmark: _Toc398210596][bookmark: _Toc398215067]Stakeholders’ concerns tended to relate to the process and regulation of classification, rather than to the individual ratings.  That being said, stakeholders made a number of comments relating to individual ratings, which are discussed below.
Problems with M ratings
Stakeholders consistently made mention of problems with the ‘M categories’ when they were asked to comment on individual ratings.  Most commonly these stakeholders said that the difference between the M and MA 15+ categories is unclear or that they could not understand the logic of having two similarly named categories with the same age reference point. 
There is confusion about the difference between M and MA 15+.  People do not understand what a legally restricted category is.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
When questioned on whether one or both of the ‘M categories’ should be altered or removed, stakeholders generally agreed on the necessity of a category between PG and MA 15+, but suggested that the utility of the M category could be improved through a change of name and/or inclusion of an age reference point below 15.
M is not unnecessary, it serves a purpose but it’s a less important purpose.  If it went from PG to MA 15+ it would be too much of a jump. 
Stakeholder – Advocacy
Age category on M may provide some clarity.
Stakeholder – Industry
It should, however, be noted that two stakeholders explicitly suggested that the age indicator included in the MA rating (ie 15+) should be lowered:
No problem with [restricting] the access.  MA 15+ could be brought down a bit, maybe to 13 or 14. There should be some kind of restriction…
Stakeholder – Advocacy
Most people don’t know the difference between M and MA 15+… MA 15+ should be 13 or 14. Fifteen year olds are already watching what they want to watch.
Stakeholder – Advocacy
Problems with restricted categories
When asked to comment on individual ratings, stakeholders also commonly reported on the R 18+ and/or X 18+ categories, with a number of interview participants suggesting that, as with M and MA 15+, the difference between these categories is unclear.  Specific mention was made of confusion about whether or not, and under what circumstances, ‘actual sex’ could be included in material classified as R 18+. 
A lot of people don’t realise that X is not a mythical thing… Mystery for most people starts around the M mark. You could combine the two [R 18+ and X 18+].
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation 
Stakeholders also questioned the necessity of having two restrictive categories, especially given that this approach is rarely taken in other jurisdictions and X 18+ content is currently only legally available in the Australian Capital Territory and the Northern Territory.  Stakeholders who were supportive of having a single restrictive category universally suggested that the Australian public could be adequately warned about media content, sexual or otherwise, via clear, visible consumer advice.
At the other [upper] end, there’s no point in having an R 18+ and X 18+ category – they are both restrictive so why are they separate?
Stakeholder – Advocacy
Finally, several stakeholders, including those with experience in developmental and child psychology, suggested that age-based indicators have limited utility for parents as cognitive and emotional development does not progress in a uniform fashion.  It was further suggested that specific age indicators (especially legally restrictive indicators other than 18+) were less useful in a convergent media environment, as in practice it is becoming increasingly impossible to exhaustively police the media purchasing/consumption habits of minors.  Stakeholders critical of specific age reference points tended to envisage a classification system in which parents play a more active role in controlling purchasing/consumption.  These stakeholders also tended to argue that in this changed environment consumer advice was going to become increasingly important and therefore efforts should be made to make the advice as comprehensive and useful as possible.
I don’t think the age is terribly helpful, because everyone’s experiences are quite different… The 15 notion seems a bit arbitrary to me.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
Conversely, some stakeholders spoke positively of the inclusion of specific age indicators in category titles and markings.  These stakeholders felt that the specificity of the age indicators (including those adopted in comparable jurisdictions) provided parents with unambiguous guidance, leading to more confident decision-making.  As mentioned above, there was even some limited support amongst stakeholders for increasing the number of age indicators included in the current categories, especially towards the lower end of the spectrum. 



[bookmark: _Toc400975820][bookmark: _Toc401576256]Suggested improvements 

Awareness-raising and education
Stakeholders – even those highly-critical of the current classification ratings – generally agreed that it may be possible and preferable to improve public awareness, understanding and use of classification information through community information and education campaigns.  Stakeholders most supportive of this view directly stated that the problems with the current ratings were not significant enough to warrant the expense associated with making changes. Specific suggestions for campaigns included (a) general awareness-raising of the classification system and categories/ markings and (b) targeted campaigns for minority groups, including Culturally and Linguistically Diverse community members.   
I don’t think the system is broken regarding classification ratings, they generally work, people understand them, they are well recognised… I think the system works really well.
Stakeholder – Industry
Is it broken and does it need fixing? I prefer education and awareness, not making changes when they are not necessary.
Stakeholder – Industry 
I think they [classification ratings] are really clear, I think perhaps just more awareness around it, I mean I know there are ads run about it every now and then, but I think possibly more…
Stakeholder – Advocacy
Simplification of the classification hierarchy
Regardless of whether they were advocating for the general public, government, media developers, or media distributers, stakeholders generally felt that any changes to the current classification ratings should aim to make the system easier for the public to navigate.  Consistent with findings outlined above, specific suggestions for improvement included reducing the number of categories (ie combining M and MA 15+ and R 18+ and X 18+), rethinking the name and scope of the M and MA 15+ categories and increasing the number of categories at the lower end of the spectrum (ie addition of a specific category or categories distinguishing content for children from content for young adults). 
The number of classification ratings could possibly be detrimental because, you know, it might confuse parents.  I think if it was simplified and we combine M and MA and R and X, I think that simplified system would be quite clear and it would make it a lot easier for parents to make their decisions, rather than ‘Oooh, it’s an M, what’s the difference?’
Stakeholder – Advocacy
It should, however, be noted that stakeholders representing media developers and distributers further suggested that the impact on industry should be considered prior to the implementation of any changes to current classification ratings.  These stakeholders noted that the classification system – including ratings – should be easy to understand and navigate both from the perspective of the general public and industry.  Industry stakeholders expressed particular concern about the process of change, with several stressing that media developers and distributers would need to be alerted via timely and detailed communication.  
People [media makers] want clarity. A good, simple framework that audiences understand and can work with.  Nobody wants surprises when they are working on something for two years. You don’t want to start your project thinking it’s going to get one classification and find out at the end that things have changed.
Stakeholder – Government and Regulation
Position-neutral classification categories 
Stakeholders representing industry stressed that the potential impact on a film or computer game’s positioning should be considered in the development and introduction of any new classification ratings.  By way of example, one stakeholder made reference to a possible scenario in which a ‘romantic comedy’ film with a primary target audience of adults is awarded a ‘Teen’ rating, potentially confusing consumers and leading to lower product sales.  It should, however, be noted that directive category titles have been adopted successfully in other jurisdictions – for example, the American Entertainment Software Rating Board’s classification scale includes a ‘Teen’ category.
A category such as ‘Youth’ or ‘Teen’ can be in conflict with the positioning of a film.  A romantic comedy might be rated ‘Teen’ but its target audience is not teens but adults.
Stakeholder – Industry
Need for extensive consultation prior to change
The most pervasive issue to emerge from the research with stakeholders was a desire for extensive consultation throughout the consideration and implementation of any changes to the classification ratings, including category title and symbol/marking. This point was made especially strongly by stakeholders from industry, several noting that government (or whomever is responsible for regulation) may not fully understand the impact that potential changes will have on their business.  Child advocates and stakeholders with experience in child psychology also stressed the importance of considering developmental stages when altering the categories. 
Consult with industry so they are on board.  Industry does not like surprises.
[bookmark: _Toc400021317]Stakeholder – Industry

4.2 [bookmark: _Toc401576257]Practitioner perceptions of the current ratings
[bookmark: _Toc400975822][bookmark: _Toc401576258]Satisfaction with the overall hierarchy
Practitioner views on the existing classification categories were mixed. The majority of surveyed practitioners (10 of 17) indicated that they were ‘Satisfied’ with these categories. However, close to a quarter (4 of 17) were either dissatisfied or very dissatisfied and three were neither satisfied nor dissatisfied (see Figure 1, below). 
Figure 1: Satisfaction with classification hierarchy – Practitioners
[image: ]
Base: n=17
Q. Based on your current or recent experience classifying and/ or assessing films and computer games, how satisfied are you with the existing classification categories?
[bookmark: _Toc400021318][bookmark: _Toc400975823][bookmark: _Toc401576259]Satisfaction with individual categories
Practitioners were also asked to indicate their level of satisfaction with each classification category (see Figure 2, overleaf).  Overall, for each category at least half of the respondents were either ‘Satisfied’ or ‘Very Satisfied’.  However, there was some variation between categories: satisfaction was highest for the R 18 + category (of 16 respondents, nine were ‘Very satisfied’ and three were ‘Satisfied’) and X  18+ category (six ‘Satisfied’ and seven ‘Very Satisfied’). Satisfaction was lowest for the M category (five ‘Dissatisfied’ and one ‘ Very dissatisfied’). 






Figure 2: Satisfaction with individual classification categories – Practitioners
[image: ]
Base: n=16
Q. And how satisfied are you with each of the classification categories shown below? G, PG, M, M 15+, R 18+, X 18+.
[bookmark: _Toc400975824][bookmark: _Toc401576260]Key issues and suggested improvements
Practitioners who indicated that they were dissatisfied or very dissatisfied with the existing classification categories provided the reasons for their dissatisfaction (and suggestions for improvement):
Whilst they accommodate the impact of the material appropriately within the given categories, the categories used in Australia are not geared towards consumer needs to make an informed decision. Unlike other countries, regions, there is no age 
appropriateness for the material – by that I mean our categories of G and PG and even M, are commonly mistakenly interpreted by consumers to indicate that the material is appropriate for young people, when this is not the case. It is more than a matter of public education, this will not work, the categories should indicate age appropriateness.
Practitioner
Suggest G, PG, PG13, M, 15+, 16+, 18+, X18+.  PG 13+ for films targeted at young teens containing moderate impact material. 16+ considers publications and what is suitable for children and restricted sale issues.  Content in X 18+ needs refinement - especially with regard to issues of harm vs taste.
Practitioner
Problems with enforcement of restricted categories, mainly MA 15+, and confusion between classification markings and their meanings and definitions.
Practitioner
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[bookmark: _Toc400975826][bookmark: _Toc401576262]This chapter outlines practitioner views on alternative classification categories and markings. 
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5. [bookmark: _Toc401576263]Practitioner perception of alternative classification ratings 
6. 

5.1 [bookmark: _Toc401576264] Practitioner response to alternative classification hierarchies
Practitioners were asked their opinion on two alternative classification ratings:
Figure 3: alternative classification ratings shown to practitioners
	Option One
	[image: ]

	Option Two
	[image: ]



Practitioners expressed a clear preference for Option One, with six respondents rating this option as ‘Good’, two rating this option as ‘Very good’, and four rating this option as ‘Excellent’, giving a total of 12 out of 14 positive responses. In comparison, Option Two received only five responses across these categories (see Figure 4 overleaf).



Figure 4: Practitioner opinions of alternative classification ratings  (Option One: G, PG 8+, Y 13+, M 15+, R 18+, X 18+, Prohibited; Option Two: G, 5+, 10+, 15+, 18+, Prohibited)
 
Base: n=14. Q. Please rate the overall quality of this alternative set of categories and markings.
5.2 [bookmark: _Toc400021379][bookmark: _Toc401576265] Practitioner response to hierarchies from other jurisdictions
Practitioners were asked to assess classification hierarchies in comparable jurisdictions.
The North American ESRB (Entertainment Software Rating Board) hierarchy received the highest rating, with four respondents rating this hierarchy as ‘Good’, five respondents rating it as ‘Very good’, and one respondent rating it as ‘Excellent’, giving a total of 10 out of 14 positive responses  (see  Figure 5, overleaf)[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  A description of the classification hierarchies applied in each of these jurisdictions is given in the Practitioner questionnaire, included at Appendix B. The relevant questions are A6, A8, A10, A12 and A14.] 

Figure 5: Quality of classification hierarchies applied in other jurisdictions[image: ]
Base: n=14
Q. Please rate the overall quality of the [New Zealand; British; Dutch; European PEGI; American ESRB] classification categories for films and/ or computer games?
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This chapter outlines the overall conclusions and recommendations





6. [bookmark: _Toc400975718][bookmark: _Toc400975830][bookmark: _Toc400975719][bookmark: _Toc400975831][bookmark: _Toc401576266]Key findings and conclusions 


6.1 [bookmark: _Toc398207522][bookmark: _Toc398210611][bookmark: _Toc398215082][bookmark: _Toc399756879][bookmark: _Toc399763782][bookmark: _Toc399834145][bookmark: _Toc399834253][bookmark: _Toc400013854][bookmark: _Toc400014008][bookmark: _Toc400016214][bookmark: _Toc400020335][bookmark: _Toc400020487][bookmark: _Toc400026332][bookmark: _Toc400449333][bookmark: _Toc400449481][bookmark: _Toc399834146][bookmark: _Toc399834254][bookmark: _Toc400013855][bookmark: _Toc400014009][bookmark: _Toc400016215][bookmark: _Toc400020336][bookmark: _Toc400020488][bookmark: _Toc400026333][bookmark: _Toc400449334][bookmark: _Toc400449482][bookmark: _Toc401576267]Key findings and conclusions 
Conclusion one: stakeholders are supportive of the continued existence of a classification scheme but believe it needs to adapt to changes in the media environment.
Stakeholders from industry, advocacy groups and government continue to see a role for classification in the 2014 media and entertainment landscape.  However, there was general agreement that the current scheme needs to be updated to ensure the continued relevance, utility and usefulness of classification.  
It was suggested that as the ability of government to police media purchasing/access becomes more limited, the classification system will need to move toward making recommendations rather than restrictions. 
Stakeholders suggested that classification information is often used to guide (rather than direct) decisions about media consumption (including children’s media).  Thus movement toward an advisory model would to some extent reflect current usage patterns.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conclusion Two: stakeholders view the role of classification as primarily the protection of children, and secondarily the empowerment of adult consumers.
Stakeholders agreed that the primary role for film and computer game classification is to protect the viewer/player, especially children and young people, from discomfort or harm.  Even stakeholders who envisaged a radically altered classification scheme agreed that the protection of children should be central to any system developed for the classification of media, including films and computer games. 
There was, however, disagreement amongst stakeholders about whether classification should aim to protect children through a combination of recommendations and restrictions or through recommendations only. It was suggested that age restrictions, especially those under 18+, were difficult to police, but also that specific age indicators in ratings advice aided parents in decision making.
Media decision-making for adult consumption was thought to be influenced by plot information or reviews more frequently than by ratings.
The role that classification plays in prohibiting media is not top-of-mind for most stakeholders.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conclusion Three: consumer advice will become increasingly important in a convergent media environment.
Stakeholders consistently expressed a strong desire for the inclusion of more detailed consumer advice on packaging and advertising material.  There was a general perception that the ability of government to restrict access to media has become more limited, that the role of parents in controlling the media consumption of minors will need to increase, and that more detailed consumer advice will be needed to aid parents in decision making.
Some stakeholders also suggested that parents may already rely on consumer advice more than classification categories, as they did not want their children exposed to particular types of material (most often sex, language, or violence).
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conclusion Four: the independence of the Classification Board (and Classification Review Board) from government is viewed as a key strength of the current process for film and computer game classification in Australia.
When stakeholders were asked to list the key strengths of the current process for classification in Australia, the independence of the Classification Board (and Review Board) from government was frequently mentioned. 
Other key strengths listed by stakeholders included: 
· the utilisation of community members for classification decisions
· fair understanding of classification information by the general public
· provision for decisions to be reviewed. 
However, some stakeholders questioned the representativeness of the Classification Board, suggesting that its decisions were either too conservative or too liberal.  
A small number of stakeholders felt that rather than being representative of the general public, the Classification Board should be made up of various ‘experts’.  It was suggested that utilising a panel of experts would lead to more informed and consistent classification decisions.  
The prevailing view, however, was that in-depth, consistent training of practitioners was the most appropriate method for ensuring a requisite level of objectivity in decision-making.        
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conclusion Five: the cost and time involved in having media classified and the slow pace of legislative change are viewed as key weaknesses of the current process for film and computer game classification in Australia.
In line with findings from the ALRC review of classifications, stakeholders (especially stakeholders from industry) were adamant that the discord between the existing legislative and regulatory environment and the current media and entertainment landscape is impeding the utility of the National Classification Scheme.  Stakeholders further suggested that this lack of alignment is placing an unnecessary financial burden on the film and computer game industries.  In particular, it was suggested that applying for a classification is too costly and, sometimes, prohibitively expensive, that media content should not have to be classified more than once when available across multiple media platforms, and that there should be no costs associated with classification for law enforcement.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conclusion Six: stakeholders are most supportive of a classification system in which primary responsibility lies with industry and secondary responsibility lies with the Commonwealth Government.
Lending further support to the conclusions drawn from the ALRC review of classification, several stakeholders envisioned a system in which industry is responsible for the regulation of almost all classification decisions (at least up to MA 15+), the Classification Board is responsible for high-level classification decisions and reviews and the Classification Branch is responsible for system oversight, training and compliance.
Most of these stakeholders nevertheless felt that it was important for classification to continue be linked to government, and that an industry-led, self-regulatory scheme may be subject to conflicts of interest. Most were also sceptical of the idea of a (third party) not for profit organisation being responsible for classification.  
Many stakeholders believed that a first step toward deregulation would be to rethink the Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) on censorship, which requires that significant classification policy matters and amendments to the National Classification Code and Guidelines must be agreed by all State and Territory Ministers with responsibility for classification matters.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conclusion Seven: confusion about mid and high level classifications is common
Stakeholders asserted that both the public and industry were confused about the difference between M and MA 15+ and R 18+ and X 18+. In particular, stakeholders questioned the logic of having two similarly named categories with the same age reference point as is the case for M and MA 15+. 
Stakeholders generally agreed on the necessity of a category between PG and MA 15+, but suggested that the utility of the M category could be improved through a change of name and/or inclusion of an age reference point below 15.
An alternative suggestion for addressing the confusion included combining the M and MA 15+ categories (to form one category) and the R 18+ and X 18+ categories (to form another category).
In relation to the two 18+ categories, it was suggested that the Australian public could be adequately warned about media content, sexual or otherwise, via clear, visible consumer advice rather than having two such categories.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conclusion Eight: inconsistencies between film and television classification categories confuse the Australian public.
In line with submissions made to the ALRC review of classification, stakeholders from government and regulation suggested that inconsistencies between television and film classification categories can be confusing for the Australian public, with particular note being made of the different definition of MA for television (‘Mature Audiences’) and for film (‘Mature Accompanied’).
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conclusion Nine: stakeholders and practitioners view the current classification ratings favourably but see room for improvement. 
Many stakeholders were in favour of minor alterations, rather than a complete overhaul of all classification categories.  Support for the current categories tended to be driven by the perception of high awareness and at least adequate understanding of the categories amongst the Australian public, especially parents. Some also expressed a preference for increased community education as a means of addressing areas of confusion, rather than changes to the ratings themselves, or to the inclusion of more specific consumer advice.
However, others made suggestions including reducing the number of categories (ie combining M and MA 15+ and R 18+ and X 18+), rethinking the name and scope of the M and MA 15+ categories and increasing the number of categories at the lower end of the spectrum (ie addition of a specific category or categories distinguishing content for children from content for young adults). 
Several of those consulted emphasised the need to consider the impact on industry prior to the implementation of any changes to current classification ratings. For example, there was concern that classification category names could inadvertently affect the ‘positioning’ of a film or computer game (eg names such as ‘Teen’ if applied to a romantic comedy may put off potential viewers).
The majority of surveyed practitioners (10 of 17) indicated that they were ‘Satisfied’ with the existing categories as a set, and when asked about individual ratings,  50%  or more were ‘Satisfied’ or ‘Very Satisfied’ with each rating, with satisfaction varied across categories (highest for the R 18+ and X 18+ categories and lowest for M 15+). Practitioners responded moderately positively to alternative classification ratings (especially Option 1: G, PG 8+, Y 13+, M 15+, R 18+, X 18+, Prohibited) but the response was not positive enough to warrant a major overhaul.
These results support the conclusion that the current categories are in need of improvement but may not need to be abandoned altogether.
[bookmark: _Toc401576268]

Appendix A: Stakeholder Discussion Guide
Classification Branch, Commonwealth Attorney-General’s Department
Developmental research and initial market testing – Classification categories and markings
Discussion Guide for Stakeholders – 3 Feb 2014
Explanatory notes 
· This issues guide provides an idea of the range and coverage of issues that will come out of the research project.
· It is a guide for discussion, and will not be used as a script—phrasing, wording, and order will be adapted as appropriate for the target audience.
· This guide does not represent a complete list of the questions that will be asked or covered in each discussion group or interview.  The coverage and flow of issues will be guided by the researchers and informed by the participants.  All questions are fully open-ended.
· Some questions are similar because they are trying to get at an issue from a number of angles and to validate responses/ views.
· Reported issues/ data will be probed for evidence/ examples wherever relevant.
Introduction (5 minutes)
· Introduction of self and Department:
· This research is being undertaken by the Classification Branch of the Commonwealth Attorney- General's Department. 
· The Attorney-General’s Department serves the public by maintaining and improving Australia’s system of law and justice.
· Background and purpose:
· It is essential that the ratings and symbols used to classify films and computer games are recognised, understood, and correctly used by members of the general public, especially parents and other primary caregivers.  It is also important that the ratings and symbols have the support or industry and other stakeholders.
· It is possible that changes will be made to the ratings and symbols used to classify films (including cinema and DVD) and computer games in Australia.  This research is being conducted to explore stakeholder attitudes toward current and potential future classification ratings and symbols.
· Confidentiality and anonymity.
· Length of interview – no more than one hour. 

Overall impressions of the National Classification Scheme (15 minutes)
We’re going to start with a discussion of your overall impressions of the Australian film and computer game classification process.
· What do you think is the purpose of film and computer game classification? And can you think of any other purposes?
· Taking into account everything you know about the process of film and computer game classification in Australia, what do you think are the key strengths of the process? And what about the weaknesses? 
[If necessary, read description of classification system in Australia]
· Having heard this description, what do you now think are the key strengths of the classification process in Australia? And what about the weaknesses? 
· What do you think the Australian government could do to improve the process of film and computer game classification Australia? And is there anything else the Australian government could do?
[Continue probing till participant has no further suggestions]
· Who do you think should be responsible for the classification of films and computer games in Australia? Why do you say that?
· I am now going to read out a list of potential arrangements for the classification of films and computer games in Australia. For each one, please tell me what you think would be the key strengths and weaknesses of the arrangement.
[Rotate order of potential arrangements]
· Classification process and enforcement solely managed by Commonwealth government;
· Classification process and enforcement jointly managed by Commonwealth and State governments
· Classification process and enforcement solely managed by industry;
· Classification process and enforcement jointly managed by industry and government; and
· Classification process and enforcement jointly managed by a not-for-profit organisation and by government. 


Attitudes toward current classification categories and markings (10 minutes)

Okay, now we’re going discuss the current classification categories and markings.
· Based on your experience, what do you think the general public use classification information for? And do you think the public use classification information for anything else?
· Thinking about the different segments of the community, who do you think would use classification information most often? And who do you think would use classification least often? Why?
[Ensure participant is looking at the image showing the current classification categories and markings]
· Please tell me all the ways in which you think the current Australian classification ratings and symbols could be improved. Anything else?
[Ensure that the participant considers both the ratings and symbols and continue probing till participant has no further suggestions]
· Do you think the Australian classification categories and symbols should include an age indicator? Why? Why not?
· What do you think the age indicators should be? Why do you say that?
· Thinking about the classification ratings, which rating do you think is the most useful? And which do you think is the least useful? Why?
· Thinking again about the classification ratings, are there any ratings that you think are unnecessary? Why?


Specific stakeholder questions (15 minutes)

· There are two types of categories in the current set of classifications – advisory and legally restrictive. What do you think about access to certain types of media being restricted?
· Unlike in selected comparable jurisdictions, the Australian classification system includes two classifications which place a legal restriction on people under the age of 18.  These are expressed by the symbols R18+ and X18+, the latter applying to films that contain only sexually explicit content and which are not screened in cinemas.  Do you think these two classifications should be combined? Why? Why not?
· If changes are made to the categories and symbols used to classify films and computer games, what do you think will be the impact on the Adult Retail and Entertainment Industry in Australia?


· There are two types of categories in the current set of classifications – advisory and legally restrictive. What do you think about access to certain types of media being restricted?
· If changes are made to the categories and symbols used to classify films and computer games, what do you think will be the impact on Home Entertainment Distributers?
· What can the government do to minimise any negative impact on Home Entertainment Distributers?

· There are two types of categories in the current set of classifications – advisory and legally restrictive. What do you think about access to certain types of media being restricted?
· If changes are made to the categories and symbols used to classify films and computer games, what do you think will be the impact on computer game developers, distributers, and retailers?
· What can the government do to minimise any negative impact on computer game developers, distributers, and retailers?

· There are two types of categories in the current set of classifications – advisory and legally restrictive. What do you think about access to certain types of media being restricted?
· From a psychological perspective, what changes could the government make to the classification scheme in order that it better protects children and young people? Anything else?
· Thinking about the current classification categories and symbols, what could be done to make the categories and symbols more useful for parents? Why?

· What aspects of the classification system do you think are most useful for parents? And least useful? Why?
· Taking into account everything you know about the National Classification Scheme, what changes could the government make to the classification scheme in order that it better protects children and young people? Anything else?
· Thinking about the current classification categories and symbols, what could be done to make the categories and symbols more useful for parents? Why?

· There are two types of categories in the current set of classifications – advisory and legally restrictive. What do you think about access to certain types of media being restricted?
· Unlike in selected comparable jurisdictions, the Australian classification system includes two classifications which place a legal restriction on people under the age of 18.  These are expressed by the symbols R18+ and X18+, the latter applying to films that contain only sexually explicit content and which are not screened in cinemas.  Do you think these two classifications should be combined? Why? Why not?
· If changes are made to the categories and symbols used to classify films and computer games, what do you think will be the impact on the Adult Retail and Entertainment Industry?

· There are two types of categories in the current set of classifications – advisory and legally restrictive. What do you think about access to certain types of media being restricted?
· If changes are made to the categories and symbols used to classify films and computer games, what do you think will be the impact on computer game developers, distributers, and retailers?
· What can the government do to minimise any negative impact on computer game developers, distributers, and retailers?
· To what extent do you think it is important for the categories and symbols used to classify films to be aligned with those used for computer games? Why do you say that? 

· There are two types of categories in the current set of classifications – advisory and legally restrictive. What do you think about access to certain types of media being restricted?
· Based on your experience, do you think that children and young people use the classification system? What do they use it for? Why do you think they don’t use the classification system?
· Australian media consumers are now able to access a vast array of local and international media (including media from broadcasters, news organisations, social media sites, iTunes, YouTube, and so on) online via an ever increasing number of internet-enabled devices and screens.  In your opinion, what is the role, if any, of film and computer game classification in this convergent media environment?

· There are two types of categories in the current set of classifications – advisory and legally restrictive. What do you think about access to certain types of media being restricted?
· From a psychological perspective, what changes could the government make to the classification scheme in order that it better protects children and young people? Anything else?
· Thinking about the current classification categories and symbols, what could be done to make the categories and symbols more useful for parents? Why?

· There are two types of categories in the current set of classifications – advisory and legally restrictive. What do you think about access to certain types of media being restricted?
· What role do you think the Classification Branch should play in prohibiting illegal media? 

· There are two types of categories in the current set of classifications – advisory and legally restrictive. What do you think about access to certain types of media being restricted?
· If changes are made to the categories and symbols used to classify films and computer games, what do you think will be the impact on Australian film, television, documentary and digital media makers?
· What can the government do to minimise any negative impact on Australian film, television, documentary and digital media makers?

· Thinking about the current BBFC categories and symbols, what do you think the key strengths and weaknesses of these categories and symbols? Why? 
· Are there any lessons that the Classification Branch and Board could learn from the British classification experience? Anything else?
· Based on your experience, to what extent do you think the British public understand, use, and support the BBFC classification system? Why do you think that is?
· Media consumers are now able to access a vast array of local and international media (including media from broadcasters, news organisations, social media sites, iTunes, YouTube, and so on) online via an ever increasing number of internet-enabled devices and screens.  In your opinion, what is the role, if any, of film and computer game classification in this convergent media environment?

· There are two types of categories in the current set of classifications – advisory and legally restrictive. What do you think about access to certain types of media being restricted?
· If changes are made to the categories and symbols used to classify films and computer games, what do you think will be the impact on Australian film, television, documentary and digital media makers and distributers?
· What can the government do to minimise any negative impact on Australian film, television, documentary and digital media makers and distributers?

· What aspects of the classification system do you think are most useful for parents? And least useful? Why?
· Taking into account everything you know about the National Classification Scheme, what changes could the government make to the classification scheme in order that it better protects children and young people? Anything else?
· Thinking about the current classification categories and symbols, what could be done to make the categories and symbols more useful for parents? Why?
· Based on your experience, do you think that children and young people use the classification system? What do they use it for? Why do you think they don’t use the classification system?

· What aspects of the classification system do you think are most useful for parents? And least useful? Why?
· Taking into account everything you know about the National Classification Scheme, what changes could the government make to the classification scheme in order that it better protects children and young people? Anything else?
· Thinking about the current classification categories and symbols, what could be done to make the categories and symbols more useful for parents? Why?

· There are two types of categories in the current set of classifications – advisory and legally restrictive. What do you think about access to certain types of media being restricted?
· Unlike in selected comparable jurisdictions, the Australian classification system includes two classifications which place a legal restriction on people under the age of 18.  These are expressed by the symbols R18+ and X18+, the latter applying to films that contain only sexually explicit content and which are not screened in cinemas.  Do you think these two classifications should be combined? Why? Why not?
· Taking into account everything you know about the National Classification Scheme, what changes could the government make to the classification scheme in order that it better protects children and young people? Anything else?

· Australian media consumers are now able to access a vast array of local and international media (including media from broadcasters, news organisations, social media sites, iTunes, YouTube, and so on) online via an ever increasing number of internet-enabled devices and screens.  In your opinion, what is the role, if any, of film and computer game classification in this convergent media environment?
· Thinking about the current classification categories and symbols, what could be done to make the categories and symbols more useful for parents? Why?
· To what extent do you think it is important for the categories and symbols used to classify films and computer games to be aligned with those used for television programs? Why do you say that? 


[bookmark: _Toc401576269]Appendix B: Practitioner Questionnaire
                             Section A: Classification Categories and Markings

	Select from the dropdown
	Question
	Available answers
	Select from the dropdown
	Logic If applicable 

	Rating Scale
	QA1: Based on your current or recent experience classifying and/ or assessing films and computer games, how satisfied are you with the existing classification categories?
	*Very dissatisfied
*Dissatisfied
*Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 
*Satisfied 
*Very satisfied
	Yes
	

	Single Textboxes
	QA2: Why are you dissatisfied with the existing classification categories?
	
	Yes
	ASK IF A1=1 or 2; Else go to A3


	Matrix of Choices (Only one Answer per Row)
	QA3: And how satisfied are you with each of the classification categories shown below? G, PG, M, M 15+, R 18+, X 18+ 
	*Very dissatisfied
*Dissatisfied
*Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 
*Satisfied 
*Very satisfied
	Yes
	

	Single Textboxes
	QA4: Please list all the ways in which you think the current classification categories and markings could be improved.
	
	Yes
	

	Single Textboxes
	QA5: The Australian public are confused about the meaning of mid-level classifications. The public are especially unclear on the difference between the M and MA 15+ classification categories.

What could the Australian Government do to improve understanding of mid-level classifications amongst the general public?
	
	Yes
	

	Multiple Choice (Only One answer)
	QA6: Please rate the overall quality of the New Zealand classification categories for films and computer games. 

G (General): Suitable for General Audiences
PG (Parental Guidance): Parental Guidance Recommended for Younger Viewers
M (Mature): Suitable for Mature Audiences 16 years and over
R 13 (Restricted 13): Restricted to persons 13 years and over
RP 13: Restricted to persons 13 years and over unless accompanied by a parent or guardian
R 15 (Restricted 15): Restricted to persons 15 years and over
R 16 (Restricted 16): Restricted to persons 15 years and over
RP 16: Restricted to persons 16 years and over unless accompanied by a parent or guardian
R 18 (Restricted 18): Restricted to persons 18 years and over
R (Restricted): Restricted to a particular group or purpose  

	*Poor
*Fair
*Good
*Very good
*Excellent
*Unsure/ don’t know

	Yes
	

	Single Textboxes
	QA7: Please list everything you like about the New Zealand classification categories for films and computer games in the space below.
	
	Yes
	

	Multiple Choice (Only One answer)
	QA8: Please rate the overall quality of the British classification categories for films and computer games.

U (Universal): Suitable for all
PG (Parental Guidance): Parental guidance
12A (12 Accompanied): Cinema release suitable for 12 years and over
12: Video release suitable for 12 years and over
15: Suitable only for 15 years and over
18: Suitable only for adults
R 18 (Restricted 18): Adult works for licenced premises only 

	*Poor
*Fair
*Good
*Very good
*Excellent
*Unsure/ don’t know

	Yes
	

	Single Textboxes
	QA9: Please list everything you like about the British classification categories for films and computer games in the space below.
	
	Yes
	

	Multiple Choice (Only One answer)
	QA10: Please rate the overall quality of the Dutch classification categories for films.

 AL: Suitable for all ages
6: Not recommended for children younger than 6 years
9: Not recommended for children younger than 9 years
12: Not recommended for children younger than 12 years
16: Not allowed for children younger than 16 years  

	*Poor
*Fair
*Good
*Very good
*Excellent
*Unsure/ don’t know

	Yes
	

	Single Textboxes
	QA11: Please list everything you like about the Dutch classification categories for films in the space below.
	
	Yes
	

	Multiple Choice (Only One answer)
	QA12: Please rate the overall quality of the European PEGI classification categories for computer games. 

3: Suitable for ages 3 and older
7: Suitable for ages 7 and older
12: Suitable for ages 12 and older
16: Suitable for ages 16 and older
18: Suitable for aged 18 and older

	*Poor
*Fair
*Good
*Very good
*Excellent
*Unsure/ don’t know

	Yes
	 

	Single Textboxes
	QA13: Please list everything you like about the European PEGI classification categories for computer games in the space below.
	
	Yes
	

	Multiple Choice (Only One answer)
	QA14: Please rate the overall quality of the American ESRB classification categories for computer games.

EC (Early Childhood): Content is intended for young children
E (Everyone): Content is generally suitable for all ages.
E 10+ (Everyone 10+): Content is generally suitable for ages 10 and up
T (Teen): Content is generally suitable for ages 13 and up.
M (Mature 17+): Content is generally suitable for ages 17 and up.
AO (Adults Only): Content only available for adults ages 18 and up. 


	*Poor
*Fair
*Good
*Very good
*Excellent
*Unsure/ don’t know

	Yes
	

	Single Textboxes
	QA15: Please list everything you like about the North American ESRB classification categories for computer games in the space below.
	
	Yes
	

	Rating Scale
	QA16: An alternative set of categories and marking for classification of films and computer games in Australia is shown below. Please rate the overall quality of this alternative set of categories and markings.

G (General): Recommended for all
PG 8+ (Parental Guidance 8+): Recommended for 8 years and over
Y 13+ (Youth 13+) :Recommended  for 13 years and over
M 15+ (Mature 15+): Recommended for 15 years and over
R 18+ (Adults Only): Restricted to adults aged 18 and over
X 18+ (Explicit Sex): Restricted to adults aged 18 and over
Prohibited: Prohibited material

	*Poor
*Fair
*Good
*Very good
*Excellent
*Unsure/ don’t know

	Yes
	

	Rating Scale
	QA17: Another alternative set of categories and marking for classification of films and computer games in Australia is shown below. Please rate the overall quality of this alternative set of categories and markings.

G (General): Recommended for all
5+: Recommended for 5 years and over
10+: Recommended for 10 years and over
15+: Recommended for 15 years and over
R 18+: Restricted to adults aged 18 and over
Prohibited: Prohibited material

	*Poor
*Fair
*Good
*Very good
*Excellent
*Unsure/ don’t know

	Yes
	

	Single Textboxes
	QA18: Please write any other comments you would like to make about the categories and markings used to classify films and computer games in Australia in the space below.
	
	Yes
	


 Section B: Demographics

	Select from the dropdown
	Question
	Available answers
	Select from the dropdown
	Logic If applicable

	Single Textboxes
	QB1: To which of the following age categories do you belong?

	*Under 25 years
*25-29
*30-34
*35-39
*40-44
*45-49
*50-54
*55-59
*60-64
*65 or over
*I’d prefer not to say
	Yes
	

	Single Textboxes
	QB2: Are you a…?

	*Male
*Female
*I’d prefer not to say
	Yes
	

	Single Textboxes
	QB3: How many people live in your house?
	
	No
	

	Single Textboxes
	QB4: And how many of those people are under the age of 18?
	
	No
	

	Multiple Choice (Only One answer)
	QB5: What is the highest level of formal education that you have completed?
	*Under Year 10
*Year 10 or equivalent
*Year 11 or equivalent
*Year 12 or equivalent
*TAFE, diploma, certificate
*University degree
*Other [Please specify……………………..]
*I’d prefer not to say
	Yes
	

	Multiple Choice (Only One answer)
	QB6: In total, approximately how many films (including television programs released on DVD) have you classified/assessed either as an individual or as a member of a panel? Just give your best guess if you are unsure.
	*None
*Between 1 and 20
*Between 21 and 100
*Between 101 and 300
*Between 301 and 500
*More than 500

	Yes
	

	Multiple Choice (Only One answer)
	QB7: And did you classify/assess any of these films (including television programs released on DVD) in the past 12 months?
	*Yes
*No
*Unsure
	Yes
	ASK IF B6=2-6 ; Else go to B8


	Multiple Choice (Only One answer)
	QB8: In total, approximately how many computer games have you classified/assessed either as an individual or as a member of a panel? Just give your best guess if you are unsure.
	*None
*Between 1 and 20
*Between 21 and 100
*Between 101 and 300
*Between 301 and 500
*More than 500

	Yes
	

	Multiple Choice (Only One answer)
	QB9: And did you classify/assess any of these computer games in the past 12 months?
	*Yes
*No
*Unsure
	Yes
	ASK IF B8=2-6 ; Else end


	Multiple Choice (Only One answer)
	QB10: Are you a…?
	*Industry assessor for computer games
*Industry classifier for film
*Industry assessor for advertising
*Classification Board Member
*Classification Review Board Member
*Classification Branch Staff Assessor
*Don’t know
*Other (please specify)
	Yes
	






[bookmark: _Toc401576270]Appendix C: Ratings categories for film and computer games
	[bookmark: _Toc400975838][bookmark: _Toc401576271]Rating
	[bookmark: _Toc400975839][bookmark: _Toc401576272]Description

	[bookmark: _Toc400975840][bookmark: _Toc401576273]Advisory categories: there are no legal restrictions about viewing and/or playing these films and computer games with these markings. 

	G—General

	[bookmark: _Toc400975842][bookmark: _Toc401576275]The content is very mild in impact.
[bookmark: _Toc400975843][bookmark: _Toc401576276]The G classification is suitable for everyone. G products may contain classifiable elements such as language and themes that are very mild in impact. 
[bookmark: _Toc400975844][bookmark: _Toc401576277]However, some G-classified films or computer games may contain content that is not of interest to children.

	PG—Parental Guidance

	[bookmark: _Toc400975846][bookmark: _Toc401576279]The content is mild in impact.
[bookmark: _Toc400975847][bookmark: _Toc401576280]The impact of PG (Parental Guidance) classified films and computer games should be no higher than mild, but they may contain content that children find confusing or upsetting and may require the guidance of parents and guardians. They may, for example, contain classifiable elements such as language and themes that are mild in impact.
[bookmark: _Toc400975848][bookmark: _Toc401576281]It is not recommended for viewing or playing by persons under 15 without guidance from parents or guardians.

	M—Mature

	[bookmark: _Toc400975850][bookmark: _Toc401576283]The content is moderate in impact.
[bookmark: _Toc400975851][bookmark: _Toc401576284]Films and computer games classified M (Mature) contain content of a moderate impact and are recommended for teenagers aged 15 years and over. 
[bookmark: _Toc400975852][bookmark: _Toc401576285]Children under 15 may legally access this material because it is an advisory category. However, M classified films and computer games may include classifiable elements such as violence and nudity of moderate impact that are not recommended for children under 15 years. 
[bookmark: _Toc400975853][bookmark: _Toc401576286]Parents and guardians may need to find out more about the film or computer game’s specific content, before deciding whether the material is suitable for their child. 

	[bookmark: _Toc400975854][bookmark: _Toc401576287]Restricted categories for films and computer games: there are legal restrictions on viewing and/or playing these films and computer games.

	MA 15+—Mature Accompanied

	[bookmark: _Toc400975856][bookmark: _Toc401576289]The content is strong in impact.
[bookmark: _Toc400975857][bookmark: _Toc401576290]MA 15+ classified material contains strong content and is legally restricted to persons 15 years and over. It may contain classifiable elements such as sex scenes and drug use that are strong in impact. 
[bookmark: _Toc400975858][bookmark: _Toc401576291]A person may be asked to show proof of their age before hiring or purchasing an MA 15+ film or computer game. Cinema staff may also request that the person show proof of their age before allowing them to watch an MA 15+ film. Children under the age of 15 may not legally watch, buy or hire MA 15+ classified material unless they are in the company of a parent or adult guardian. Children under 15 who go to the cinema to see an MA 15+ film must be accompanied by a parent or adult guardian for the duration of the film. The parent or adult guardian must also purchase the movie ticket for the child. The guardian must be an adult exercising parental control over the person under 15 years of age. The guardian needs to be 18 years or older. 

	R 18+—Restricted

	[bookmark: _Toc400975860][bookmark: _Toc401576293]The content is high in impact
[bookmark: _Toc400975861][bookmark: _Toc401576294]R 18+ material is restricted to adults. Such material may contain classifiable elements such as sex scenes and drug use that are high in impact. Some material classified R18+ may be offensive to sections of the adult community. A person may be asked for proof of their age before purchasing, hiring or viewing R18+ films and computer games at a retail store or cinema.

	[bookmark: _Toc400975862][bookmark: _Toc401576295]Restricted categories for adult films

	X 18+—Restricted

	[bookmark: _Toc400975864][bookmark: _Toc401576297]X 18+ films are restricted to adults.
[bookmark: _Toc400975865][bookmark: _Toc401576298]This classification is a special and legally restricted category which contains only sexually explicit content. That is, material which shows actual sexual intercourse and other sexual activity between consenting adults. X18+ films are only available for sale or hire in the ACT and the NT.

	RC—Refused Classification

	[bookmark: _Toc400975867][bookmark: _Toc401576300]Refused Classification (RC) is a classification category. Material that is Refused Classification is commonly referred to as being ‘banned’. 
[bookmark: _Toc400975868][bookmark: _Toc401576301]Films, computer games and publications that are classified RC cannot be sold, hired, advertised or legally imported in Australia. 
[bookmark: _Toc400975869][bookmark: _Toc401576302]Material that is classified RC contains content that is very high in impact and falls outside generally accepted community standards.


[bookmark: _Toc401576303]Source: Australian Government 2014
Bibliography
Australian Law Reform Commission (2012) Content Regulation and Convergent Media (ALRC Report 118, 2012)
British Board of Film Classification (2014) BBFC Guidelines 2014 Research Report.  January 2014. Retrieved from http://www.bbfc.co.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/2014%20Guidelines%20Research.pdf
Commonwealth of Australia (2014) National Classification Scheme. Retrieved from http://www.classification.gov.au/About/Pages/National-Classification-Scheme.aspx
[bookmark: Citation]Commonwealth of Australia (2013) National Classification Code (as amended) made under section 6 of the Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games) Act 1995. Prepared by the Office of Parliamentary Counsel, Canberra, January 2013
Galaxy Research. (2005). Classification Study Final Report. Retrieved from http://www.classification.gov.au /Public/Resources/Pages/Other%20Resources/Research-documents.aspx
Newspoll. (2002). Classification Usage & Attitude Study. Retrieved from http://www.classification .gov.au/Public/Resources/Pages/Other%20Resources/Research-documents.aspx

Option One	Excellent	Very good	Good	Fair	Poor	4	2	6	2	0	Option Two	Excellent	Very good	Good	Fair	Poor	1	1	3	4	5	Job number	[image: ]


image3.emf
1

3 3

10

0

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Very dissatisfied Dissatisfied Neither satisfied

nor dissatisfied

Satisfied Very Satisfied


image4.emf
2

2

1

1

1

1

2

2

5

2

0

2

1

2

2

3

2

0

4

7

6

6

4

6

7

3

2

4

9

7

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

G

PG

M

MA 15+

R 18+

X 18+

Very dissatisfied

Dissatisfied

Neither satisfied nor

dissatisfied

Satisfied

Very satisfied


image5.emf

image6.emf

image7.emf
4

1

2

0

2

6

5

5

6

2

3

5

5

5

4

1

2

1

3

5

0

1

1

0

1

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

New Zealand

British

Dutch

European (PEGI)

American

(ESRB)

Poor

Fair

Good

Very good

Excellent


image2.jpeg
Australian Government

Attorney-General’s Department




image1.jpeg
Melbourne Canberra Sydney O R I M/ \

www.orima.com RESEARCH




image8.jpeg
ORIMA

RESEARCH




